                                                                                                                               BS0717

POWNAL SELECT BOARD                        

TOWN OFFICE

POWNAL, VT

THURSDAY, MAY 3, 2007

MINUTES

Board Members Present:  Chairman Nelson Brownell; Vice Chair Don Prouty; Donald Stone; Steve Kauppi; Harry Percey

Also Present:  CAT-TV, Bennington Banner, Pownal Valley Fire Dept.:  Asst. Fire Chief Joel Howard and Randy Bates, Casey Mattison, Road Foreman and resident Carl Villanueva

Nelson Brownell opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

1. Agenda Approval

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Prouty seconded to approve the agenda.  The motion carried.

2. Minutes- 04/17/07 Special Meeting, 04/19/07 Public Hearing, 

                                 04/19/07 Regular Meeting

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the minutes of April 17, 2007 Special Meeting.  The motion carried with Mr. Percey abstaining.

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the minutes of April 19, 2007 Public Hearing.  The motion carried with Mr. Percey abstaining.

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded to approve the minutes of April 19, 2007 Regular Meeting.  The motion carried.

3.  Warrants:

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stoney seconded to approve the Payroll Check Warrant for Pay Period Ending 04/22/07 in the amount of $ 4,381.17.  The motion carried with      Mr. Prouty abstaining.
Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stoney seconded to approve the Payroll Check Warrant for Pay Period Ending 04/29/07 in the amount of $ 6,208.11.  The motion carried with      Mr. Prouty abstaining.

Mr. Prouty moved and Mr. Kauppi seconded to approve the Accounts Payable Check Warrant #43 dated 04/27/07 in the amount of $ 13,585.74. The motion carried.
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Mr. Prouty moved and Mr. Kauppi seconded to approve the Accounts Payable Check Warrant #44 dated 05/04/07 in the amount of $ 7,480.80. The motion carried.

Wastewater Project:

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Wastewater Project Payroll Check Warrant dated 04/30/07 in the amount of $ 158.11.  The motion carried with     Mr. Prouty abstaining.

4.  Mail:
1. WWTF Chief Operator’s Weekly Operations Report.  In addition, Don Prouty reported that the first construction meeting was held on Wednesday of this week.  Crews will start spring cleanup next Tuesday.  They will begin at point A and continue to point F with no jumping around.  Residents need to be patient.
2. Pownal Wastewater Project-Letter from the Town of Pownal to Donald Robisky, VTDEC  RE:  VT-328 Grant Amendment Request.  Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Prouty seconded to sign and issue the letter.  The motion carried.

3.  Chittenden Bank Current Expense Note in the amount of $ 110,000.00 at 3.9% for the WWTF O&M.  Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded for the board to sign the loan note.  The motion carried.

4. Pownal Wastewater Project-  Chittenden Bank Contract No. 4a Line of Credit in the amount of $ 50,000.  Mr. Stone moved and Mr. Prouty seconded to sign the line of credit note.  The motion carried.
5. VLCT Model Riparian Buffer Ordinance- forwarded to the Planning Commission 

6. Town of Shaftsbury Board of Selectmen- invitation for the Pownal Selectmen to attend their meeting on May 24 at 6:00 p.m. for discussions about the possibility of a prison work camp in Bennington County.  There will be no regular meeting on May 24.  The Selectmen will meet at the Town Office and leave for the meeting in Shaftsbury.

7. Professional Engineer Report for the Pownal Center Community Church-  The invoice has been received for the engineer’s report.  Linda will send a copy of the invoice to the church for their share of the payment.

8. Vermont Community Development Association  RE:  Spring meeting in White River Junction, May 10th         
9. Preservation Trust of Vermont- May 16 conference in Montpelier

10. Pownal Wastewater Project-  VTDEC, Allyn Lewis  RE:  State approval of Small Purchase No. 2-C-6

11. Treasurer’s Monthly Report to Pownal School 
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12. Pownal School Principal to Representative Bill Botzow     RE:  Request for crosswalk on US Rte 7 by the school.  Following a lengthy discussion, it was the consensus of the board to draft a letter to Representative Bill Botzow requesting the crosswalk be done right complete with proper signage, speed reduction and a flashing light.   
13. Peter Hopkins  RE:  Request that the Selectmen waive the zoning application fees for the Pownal Community Garden sign application.  Mr. Kauppi moved and   Mr. Prouty seconded to waive the zoning application fees.  The motion carried.       
14. Town Health Officer Appointment- Mr. Prouty moved and Mr. Percey seconded to recommend to the State the reappointment of James Gilbert to serve as Town Health Officer for a term of 3 years.  The motion carried.

15. Town Service Officer-  Mr. Prouty moved and Mr. Percey seconded to approve the appointment of Pam Bolus for a term of one year.  The motion carried.
16. VLCT News Letter

5. NEW BUSINESS:

a. Joel Howard, PVFD Assistant Fire Chief  RE:  Training Facility at the Pownal Transfer Station

   Joel Howard told the board that the Fire Department has been looking for a permanent training area in town and that they would like to look into the possibility of using the old dump site area at the Transfer Station.  Mr. Prouty needs to check with the state to see what activities are allowed on this area.  The Fire Department is hoping to get approval for a training facility grant.  If this site is suitable, a training facility could expand and it could be shared with other communities.  It was the consensus of the board that this is an ideal use of the property as long as the state concurs.

b. Green Up Day May 5, 2007

Green Up bags are available at the Transfer Station.  Residents participating in the event were asked to please return the filled bags to the Transfer Station.  There will be no roadside pickup.
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6.  NEW BUSINESS:
a.    Back up Fire Warden

Burning Permits may be obtained from Town Fire Warden Craig O’Dell by calling     823-9349.  The backup person for the Fire Warden is Stanley Wilkinson and he may be reached at 823-5692.
6. Road Foreman’s Monthly Board Meeting

· Casey discussed progress being made on the Oak Hill School Rd. project.  Three culverts need replacement.  Two have been completed with the remaining one scheduled for tomorrow.  The Town grader will be on site to shape the shoulders and for the filter fabric installation.  The crew has hauled old concrete for three days and removed clay.  Gravel needed by the Town will come from Hart’s pit.  The wastewater project contractor will also be adding gravel.
·  Casey discussed the water problem on Banister Hill Rd.  Two springs were located.  Casey feels with proper ditching and a recommendation for the State to install an additional DI, the drainage issues should be resolved.  The State goes out to bid on their project May 23, 2007.  Mr. Prouty stated that the Town is working under the contractor’s Storm Water Permit and timeline.  The Town needs to complete their portion of the work on Oak Hill and Banister Hill Rd. in a timely manner.
· Casey discussed the need to get the Barber Pond Rd. project started.
· With the number of projects that need to be done, it was the consensus of the board to advertise for a full-time Road Crew member.  Applications will be reviewed at the June 7th meeting.
· Casey and Stoney have been looking at graders.  They now know what style, size
and application of unit they are looking for.  Casey is ready to go out to bid.  Casey is also in need of a new york rake.  The old one is jumping around while grading.  He has located a new one for $ 6,100.00.  There was discussion about a Governmental/Lease purchase for the grader just like the Town did with the bucket loader.  This should be included in the bid advertisement.

· Mr. Percey moved and Mr. Kauppi seconded to authorize the purchase of a york rake.  Mr. Prouty moved to amend the motion and was so seconded by              Mr. Kauppi.  The Road Foreman is to call around and see if he can get it cheaper for the same model number.  The motion as amended carried.
· Mr. Prouty moved and Mr. Kauppi seconded to go out to bid for the grader.  The motion carried.
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· There was discussion about this years blacktop.  Mr. Percey moved and Mr. Stone seconded to go out to bid.  The motion carried.  Casey will work with Linda to put together the bid advertisement.

· Casey told the board that an individual contacted him about opening up Sawmill Rd.  This is a Class 4 highway.  The individual is willing to repair the road so that they can travel on it.  Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to grant permission to install a culvert back to its original location.  The motion carried.

· The board is in the process of dealing with the reclassification of some town highways.

Adjournment

Mr. Prouty moved and Mr. Kauppi seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:27 p.m.  The motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Sciarappa, Admin. Asst.

POWNAL BOARD OF SELECTMEN:

__________________________________________

Nelson Brownell, Chairman

__________________________________________

Don Prouty, Vice Chair

_________________________________________

Steve Kauppi

_________________________________________

Donald Stone

_________________________________________

Harry Percey

Approved:  ________________________________
