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POWNAL SELECT BOARD

TOWN OFFICE

POWNAL, VT

SPECIAL BUDGET MEETING

MONDAY, JANUARY 29, 2007

MINUTES

Board Members Present: Chairman Nelson Brownell, Vice Chair Don Prouty; Steve Kauppi; Ron Bisson; Frank Saunders 

Also Present:  Auditor Clint Hutchins 

Chairman Nelson Brownell opened the Special Meeting at 3:00 p.m. to finalize the Road Department and General Budgets.

Road Budget:

· The board reviewed the final figures for the Road budget and revisited the blacktop funds

· Mr. Saunders moved and Mr. Kauppi seconded to approve Article 6.  The motion carried.

· Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Saunders to allocate $ 131,329.60 from undesignated surplus from prior and give back to the taxpayers against taxes.  The motion carried.
· Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Bisson seconded to allocate $ 40,000 from Road undesignated surplus funds to establish a Box Culvert Fund.  The motion carried.
· Mr. Prouty moved and Mr. Kauppi seconded to accept the FY 07/08 Road Budget as presented and dated 1/29/07.  The motion carried.

General Budget:
· Board reviewed departmental budgets and salaries.
· Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Prouty seconded to set the Town Clerk’s salaries at   $ 9,750.  The motion carried.

· The Listers presented their budget for the board’s consideration.  There was a lot of discussion regarding salaries and benefits.  The Listers are requesting municipal retirement.  The board questioned what other municipalities do regarding municipal retirement for elected officials and if this is a legal obligation based upon the number of hours worked.  This something the board would like to check with the Secretary of State.  The board left the Lister wages at $ 49,700 and they will revisit if necessary.

· Zoning Administrator’s budget as presented with no changes
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· Development Review Board’s budget as presented with $ 100 increase per board member

· Planning Commission budget as presented with no changes

· Office, Building and Grounds as discussed

· Recreation Board as presented with a total of $ 8,900

· E911, Constable, ACO and Health Officer budgets as presented

· There was discussion about the Ballot Article for Fire Dispatch Service.  The board had decided last summer to pay the Berkshire County Sheriff’s Communications Center bill and to put the question before the voters.

Mr. Prouty had to leave for an emergency at 5:15 p.m.

· Mr. Bisson moved and Mr. Saunders seconded to move $ 107,253.89 from undesignated surplus funds and apply to the FY 2008 taxes.  The motion carried.

· Mr. Saunders moved and Mr. Bisson seconded to approve Article 27 for the Veterans tax exemption.  The motion carried.

· Article 28.  Shall the voters of the Town of Pownal appropriate $ 25,000 to be raised by taxes to contract with the Bennington County Sheriff’s Department for additional police protection?  Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Saunders seconded to approve the ballot article as written.  The motion carried.

· Article 29. Shall the voters appropriate $ 2,500 to be raised by taxes for fire dispatch service from the Bennington Police Department?  Mr. Bisson moved and Mr. Kauppi seconded to approve the ballot article as written. The motion
· Article 30.  Shall the voters appropriate $ 11,464 to be raised by taxes for fire dispatch service from the Berkshire County Sheriff’s Communications Center?
Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Saunders seconded to approve the ballot article as written.  The motion carried.
· Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Bisson seconded to approve the 2007 Town Warning as read.  The motion carried.  The Town Warning was so signed by the board.

Mr. Saunders moved and Mr. Bisson seconded to adjourn the meeting at 6:09 p.m.  The motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Sciarappa, Admin. Asst.
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POWNAL BOARD OF SELECTMEN:
__________________________________
____________________________________
Nelson Brownell, Chairman


Don Prouty, Vice Chair

__________________________________
____________________________________

Steve Kauppi




Ron Bisson

_________________________________
Approved:  __________________________

Frank Saunders
