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One Small Discovery at a Time 

Submitted by Anson Mason

                                                

Sometimes questions we have about our ancestors come in 
small discoveries.  So it was when Anson Mason’s daughter 
Jane found a passport application and then a passenger list 
through Ancestry.com.  

Anson had wondered what had happened to Elijah B. Mason, 
who, following his father Chester, had owned a store on Centre 
Street in Pownal Center, next to the old Masonic Temple (see 
the 1869 Beers Atlas map of Pownal Center), about where Gert 
McIver’s home now stands.   

Then Elijah sold the store and moved west, but Anson could 
not discover where.  Anson’s daughter found the answer in a 
passport application of 1919, where Elijah’s son Edgar applies 

1869 Beers Map of Pownal

for a passport to sail with his wife Selina Adelia Mason, who was born Selina Myers in Pownal on April 
29, 1861.  The application reveals that he lived in Brookfi eld, Missouri, answering what Anson had been 
wondering about.  Anson and his daughter also learned that they travelled on the Nippon Maru to visit a 
daughter in Manila, visited Japan and China, and then returned to San Francisco on the S.S. Santa Cruz.  

President’s Message, cont’d

Pownal is full of history, but sadly we are losing a piece of it every day.  We see homes and barns falling 
down; we drive by the spot of old colonial home and notice that it’s been torn down, only existing now in our 
memories.  We understand all about progress and that change is good, but some change takes away a piece of 
history that can’t be restored. We want to capture these links to our past and preserve them.  We, as historians 
must educate those around us about the importance of our heritage. We must encourage our fellow Vermonters 
to preserve their homes and farms.  The Pownal Historical Society has talked about this at length and is taking 
the fi rst step by learning more on what a Historic District is, what it entails to have an area named a state 
historic district and what impact it would have those living in the area.  It’s a small step, we don’t know where it 
will lead, but it is a step that shows that as historians we are thinking about those that will walk along our paths 
long after we’re gone.

Quotes from the Past                                                                  Submitted by Joyce Held

From the Town of Pownal 1897 Annual Report:
Superintendent’s Report by A. D. Clark and E. L. Arnold, Superintendents of Schools
“We would urge parents to visit often the schools where their children are being instructed. You would not 
leave your fl ock of sheep entirely to the care of others. You would occasionally visit them to see how they are 
prospering. The education of your children is of vastly greater importance than many sheep. Visit the schools.
Go, not to fi nd fault, but in a spirit of encouragement and helpfulness.”
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How to Trace a Family Line, Part I  	 by Ted Atkinson

To Begin

Begin with your parents and their parents and go back one generation at a time.  Don’t skip; don’t 
guess; don’t start with some illustrious person in the 1700’s and move forward to the present.  
Where were your parents born?  When?  Who were their parents?  When and where did they 
marry?  List if you can all the children’s names.  Quiz your entire family, your older siblings, your 
aunts and uncles.  If the answers are uncertain, consult appropriate Town Clerks, remembering that 
Town Clerk’s are very important people.  Always treat them in a mannerly way, short of sending 
them Valentines.  A certified copy of an event will cost you several dollars, but the information 
alone will usually be free, unless much time was spent in digging.  Self-addressed stamped 
envelopes are the rule if you want them to mail you materials.
 
The Census and New England Handbook
 
The federal census comes out every ten years, with printing beginning in  1790 and ending in 
1930.  Until 1850, only the head of household was named.  Other family members, no names, 
were arranged by age. Many libraries, including the Bennington Museum library, have hardback 
indices, 1790-1850, covering the New England states.  The National Archives in Pittsfield 
has such indices for all states.  The 1850 census was the first one to list all family members, a 
practice which has continued. An indispensable tool is a booklet entitled Genealogist’s Handbook 
for New England Research, edited by Marcia D. Melnyk, and published by the New England 
Historic Genealogical Society, 101 Newbury Street, Boston, MA 02116-3007.  Cost:  $19.95. 
This excellent resource is filled with invaluable material, such as (by state) a list of towns (when 
founded), libraries, vital records (source of), cemetery records, probate and land, church records, 
newspapers.  All major libraries have this booklet.
 
Print Sources of Genealogical Information 
 
Massachusetts:  Of the 364 towns in the Commonwealth, 206 are covered since 1850 by hardback 
books published in the early 1900s. They are called the “official series.”  Both the Museum and 
the Athenaeum have these books. Some town records not in this series were copied by Jay Mack 
Holbrook and are also found in back issues of the Mayflower Descendant (Plymouth, Bristol, 
Barnstable counties). 
 
Connecticut: The “Barbour Collection” covers all Connecticut towns to about 1850 (on film).  It 
is in two forms:  1) town by town or 2) alphabetical by name.  For information after 1850, consult 
the Town Clerk for any given town, or possibly the Mormon IGI, which I will write about later.  
Both the Museum and the Athenaeum have the Barbour Collection.
 
Vermont: Both the Bennington Museum Library and the Berkshire Athenaeum in Pittsfield have 
Vermont vital records on 16mm film, the Museum to 1946, the Athenaeum to 1908.  The records 
began in 1760 and are the most complete in the U.S., i.e., all 251 town are included.  (The General 
Services Center of Vermont is in Middlesex (Route 2), phone 802-828-3286.  Vital records are $7 
per copy.)  (Continued on page six)
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                  Thomas Pownall

           Our Goals

Raise public awareness •	
of Pownal’s history: its 
founding fathers and its 
early inhabitants. 

Stimulate our children’s •	
interest in the history of 
Pownal. 

Gather and preserve his-•	
torical data and artifacts. 

Share with other com-•	
munities data relevant 
to their history.

How to Trace a Family Line, Part I  (cont’d)
 
New Hampshire:  The original records of every town are on film at the State Library in Concord.  The 
Bureau of Vital Records and Health Statistics on Hazen Dr. in Concord 0330l (603-271-4654) charges 
$.50/ page for photo-copies and $10.00/search by mail.  Staffed by volunteers.

The Athenaeum, the public library of Pittsfield, is open Monday through Saturday.  The Bennington 
Museum Library is open summers Monday through Saturday, and winters Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday afternoon, one to five.  If in doubt, always call ahead. There is no charge to use either the 
Athenaeum or the Bennington Museum Library, but at the Museum there is an entrance fee of $6.
.   
[Ed. Note:  Ted will be writing an article on various steps of tracing your genealogy in our forthcoming 
newsletters.  If you have particular questions about the process that you would like him to address in a future 
article, let him know:  tedanne@verizon.net ]

Genealogy Project 

Charlie Clark continues to work with anyone having or needing  information on their genealogies connecting 
them to early Pownal families.  He is building records in our library’s computer files.  In particular, he invites 
contributions for the following:

Family names still to be added to the data base at the Solomon Wright Library include Aylesworth, Clark 
(Ithamar), Curtis, Downer, Grover, Hoxie, Mason, and Wright.  These are genealogies primarily taken from 
late 1800 published genealogies. They need considerable work with documentation and updates from their time 
in Pownal and subsequent migration.  Any connection of Pownal families to the Colonial period are welcome.  
Names of special interest include Bass, Morgan, and Welch.  Family links to existing Pownal families are 
needed for Blood and Blanchard, as well as Poppleton and Turner—names of families that moved
away.  Corrections, additional information, and further documentation are welcome, as is any information on 
families that we do not have in our data base.  Contact Charlie Clark at ccclark2440@yahoo.com. 




