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Preserving the Past in Pownal Center                                 by Wendy Hopkins

Members of the Historical Society have been exploring the possibility of creating a State Historic District on 
the south end of Center St. in Pownal Center.   Early town government was located here, as were a church 
and cemetery.  Many of the homes date back to the 1700’s and early 1800’s.  And with the development 
of ‘new’ US Route 7, Center Street became a dead end, helping to preserve the historic character of the 
neighborhood.

The first step in the application process to the State for listing on the Vermont Register of Historic Places was 
to determine the boundaries of the proposed district.  This area is defined as including all properties which 
front onto Center from North Pownal Rd south.  Next was to determine the interest of property owners.  
Fran Lampman and Wendy Hopkins met with each of the property owners to discuss the proposed district, 
answer questions, and gather history about their buildings.  These conversations were informative and 
enjoyable, and once questions were answered, everyone was positive about the proposed historic district.  
Fran and Wendy also met with the Selectmen to bring them up-to-date on the project and answer their 
questions.  

With recent approval from the Historical Society’s Board of Directors, work is now progressing on writing the 
application, which will include descriptions and pictures of each of the properties. Before the application 
is submitted, there will be a gathering of all street owners, to share what we’ve learned and offer the 
opportunity for corrections and updates.  Look forward to this meeting taking place sometime this winter.  

The old hotel on Center St. in Pownal Center, currently Fran Lampman’s house. Behind 
it, on the left, is part of Wendy and Peter Hopkins’ house. These houses will soon be part 
of the Historic District. 


