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	“I’ve Carried Him All the Way from Vermont”
Ursula Smith and Linda Peavy alternated their voices in recreating the lives of women who followed their husbands and sons west out of Vermont.  Their January 14th presentation, supported by a grant from the Vermont Humanities Council, grew from their research into the letters that these women sent back home to families and friends, as well as other written documents.
By 1810, two hundred and seventeen thousand people had begun to deplete the rocky farms of Vermont of their ability to support that many people.  In 1811, a major flood, consumption, cholera, and spotted fever forced the families to look west for a better place to live.  1816, “Eighteen Hundred and Froze to Death,” proved to be an overwhelming factor in leading people to evacuate Vermont.
Typically, men led the way, with the women and children following soon after.  Lucy Mack Smith, the mother of Joseph Smith, the founder of the Latter Day Saints, was one of those women.  Some from Vermont founded Oberlin College, a college that accepted women, one of whom was Miss F. W. Fletcher of Enosburgh.  

(Continued on page 5)

	
	   Upcoming Meetings
 

	
	Workshops:

From Patty Wiley, below are two of the Vermont Folklife Center’s 2007 Documentary Field Research Workshop Series, “Telling Community Stories.” 

All workshops are held in Middlebury.  For additional information, please contact the Vermont Folklife Center at 802-388-4964. http://www.vermontfolklifecenter.org/workshops.html


******************
Tools and Techniques of Oral History and Community Ethnography
Friday, February 9, 2007. 10:00am - 4:00pm

Instructors: VFC folklorists Jane Beck, Gregory Sharrow and Andy Kolovos

This workshop will provide a comprehensive introduction to folklife/oral
history research and will cover such topics as defining a project,
finding people to interview, doing background research, developing
topics to guide an interview, mastering recording technique, conducting
an interview, writing field notes, transcribing a recording, translating
research into publications/public programming, archival preservation
concerns and more. Our intention is to give people the information and
support they need to get going on those interesting projects that
they've always wanted to do.

    Workshop tuition: $80.00
    Registration deadline: February 7, 2007
    Enrollment limit: 20 participants

******************
Digital Audio Basics I: Demystifying Digital Audio Field Recorders and
Digital Audio Preservation
Saturday, March 3, 2007. 10:00am-2:30pm

Instructor: VFC archivist Andy Kolovos

limit: 20 participants

NOTE:  Call to learn the workshops scheduled after March 3.
	





	

	

	
	



President’s Message  --  Ken Held
Dear Members,  

We should be proud of our Society.  We are a very active group that is working hard to not only preserve the history of Pownal, but also to share it.

Our open meetings this past year were full of history.  Our speakers were all very knowledgeable, and their presentations were enjoyed by all that attended.  Not only did we learn history, we experienced it.  One of our meetings was held in a stately old barn where you could feel the history around you.  Having people sitting around telling stories about the farm only made the experience more alive.  

It’s not only our meetings and presentations that we should be proud of.   Our community involvement is also something we should feel a sense of pride in.  Last year we worked with the Pownal Elementary School’s 4th grade.  The students’ book on the “ABCs of Pownal” was a wonderful example of how we as a society can share the history of Pownal.  Working with the children, talking about different places, people and things of yesteryear brought the history of Pownal alive for the students.  The children were so excited to learn about their town and worked hard to put together a very informative book.  

Christmas time members brought food to our holiday party for the Pownal Food Pantry.  Another way that we show our town we care.

Right before Christmas the Society presented each of the children of the 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th grade classes with a Dictionary.  

Yes, we should be proud of our Society.  May we go down in history as a group of historians that loved the town of Pownal!

By the way, this year has already started off with an impressive presentation.  Our January presentation on women going west was well received.  We have other notable presentations lined up so please come join us.  Dates and times are listed in this newsletter.  Hope to see you there.     
--Ken
Your Genealogy Project – Charles Clark
I would like to invite individuals and families with ancestors in Pownal to join me in creating a database of genealogies that can be stored in the computers at the Library.  If you have already created a genealogy of your family or if you would like to create such a genealogy and have it be part of a collection at the Library for others to see, I will work with you to enable it to happen.  We can share our knowledge or resources with all residents or descendents of residents from Pownal.  If you would like to work with me on this project, or if you have any questions about it, please let me know.  You can reach me via e-mail at:  ccclark2440@yahoo.com
· Currently the Historical Society has provided in the Library:
Family Tree Maker 
15 CDs of Genealogy information: 
Family finder index(200 million names) - 3 CDs
Social Security Death Index - 2 CDs
Birth Records: US/Europe - 900 to 1800 - 1 CD
World Family Tree - 5 CDs 
Military Records: US Soldiers - 1784 to 1811 - 1 CD
Family Histories Mid-Atlantic Genealogies - 1 CD
Local & Family Histories: New England - 1 CD
US/International Marriage Records Index - 1560 to 1900's - 1 CD
PHS Plays Santa     Joyce Held
On December 19th, Ken and I had the pleasure of playing early Santa to the 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th grade classes of the Pownal Elementary School.  Thanks to the Pownal Historical Society’s generosity, we were able to pass out “A Student’s Dictionary” to every student.  

Left:  Joyce talks to the students about the dictionaries our Society provided.

We obtained the dictionaries though The Dictionary Project, a national group dedicated to putting a dictionary in the hands of every student.  The goal of this program is to assist all students in completing the school year as good writers, active readers and creative thinkers by providing students with their own personal dictionary. The dictionaries are a gift to each student to use at school and at home for years to come.  The children were surprised and thrilled with the gift, and it wasn’t until we ask them to write their name in the space under “This Dictionary Belongs To:” did they realize that the book indeed was theirs to keep.  It was wonderful to watch them pour through the book looking at all the “neat” things it contained.  We chose “The Student’s Dictionary” for its content.  It not only lists over 32,000 of the most commonly used words but also parts of speech and punctuation.  But that’s not all!  It covers the Planets, Sign Language, Biographies of the U.S. Presidents, Maps of the World, the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution along with many other great subjects such as Weights & Measures and Multiplication Table.  This book will follow these students right through college and beyond. We and the students of the Pownal Elementary School thank the Pownal Historical Society for helping us bring the gift of words to the students. 
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February 11 -- The Trolley through Pownal





On Sunday, February 11th, at 2 p.m. in the Pownal Public Library, Joe Hall will talk about the trolleys from Pittsfield and North Adams through Pownal to Bennington.  The talk is open to the public.  [Note:  Our historical society will join with the Bennington and Shaftsbury Historical Societies to prepare an exhibit on the trolleys for the Tunbridge History Fair.  Volunteers needed.]





March  11 -- Historic Postcards





On Sunday, March 11th, at 2 p.m. in the Pownal Public Library, Steve Perkins, Director of the Bennington Museum, will talk about historic postcards.  The talk is open to the public.





April 15 – Annual Meeting





Our annual meeting, where we elect Board members, review the budget for the year, and other matters, will be held at 1 p.m., Sunday, April 15th, in the Pownal Public Library.  All members may vote on business, contribute to the meeting, and help us better serve everyone.





April 15 – Finding the Mill Children





On Sunday, April 15th, Joe Manning will describe his searches to discover what happened to the children who worked in the mills.  Joe discovered what happened to Addie Card.  His website summarizes his work as an historian of North Adams and the region.  For more information, go to:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.morningsonmaplestreet.com/addiesearch1.html" ��http://www.morningsonmaplestreet.com/addiesearch1.html�


The talk is open to the public.





_____________________________________________________________________________________________


Welcome North Bennington!�**********************�Patty Wiley of the Vermont Historical Society sent us the following news:  


We welcome Vermont’s newest local historical society, the recently formed North Bennington Historical Society and Museum. Spearheaded by North Bennington resident John Huling, the group has many projects planned, and even has already created a website!  Visit them at � HYPERLINK "http://www.northbenningtonhistoricalsociety.org" \t "_blank" �www.northbenningtonhistoricalsociety.org�.  


For info, e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@northbenningtonhistoricalsociety.org" �info@northbenningtonhistoricalsociety.org�.�





�








Hanna Cochrane of East Poultney followed her minister husband Sylvester to found Union Colony in Michigan, now called Vermontville.





By the 1830’s Vermont’s economy was failing severely.  John Deere, who was married to Demarius Lamb, was always moving, facing imprisonment for debt.  When Demarius joined him in Grand Detour, Illinois, after a trip of 6 weeks and 1200 miles and after carrying her baby and leading her children, she told him, “Here John, you hold him a while. I've carried him all the way from Vermont.”  Five of their ten children died in childhood.





One woman wrote, “This is the awfles mess I ever was in.”   But despite all the hardship these women faced when separated from their husbands, one woman wrote, “Separation is a welcome release from years of marital discourse.”





Peavy and Smith have written a number of books based on their research, some of which are in our Pownal Library.  Among their titles are:  Frontier House; Frontier Children; Pioneer Women:  The Lives of Women on the Frontier; and Women in Waiting in the Westward Movement:  Life on the Home Frontier.  They also wrote the words to the musical Pamelia.





For more information on the speakers, go to:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.loc.gov/rr/women/peavy.html" ��http://www.loc.gov/rr/women/peavy.html� or � HYPERLINK "http://peavyandsmith.com" ��http://peavyandsmith.com�. 





For “eighteen hundred and froze to death,” you might want to check the following online sources:


                               � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Year_Without_a_Summer" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Year_Without_a_Summer�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.islandnet.com/~see/weather/history/1816.htm" ��http://www.islandnet.com/~see/weather/history/1816.htm�





Vermontville, Michigan:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.vermontville-mi.gov/about.htm" ��http://www.vermontville-mi.gov/about.htm� 





The Union Colony:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.rootsweb.com/~mieaton/pageone.htm" ��http://www.rootsweb.com/~mieaton/pageone.htm� 





Lucy Mack Smith:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.signaturebooks.com/excerpts/lucy.htm" ��http://www.signaturebooks.com/excerpts/lucy.htm� 





		        � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucy_Mack_Smith" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucy_Mack_Smith� 


 


Demarius Lamb:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.deere.com/en_US/compinfo/student/DemariusDeerebio.html" ��http://www.deere.com/en_US/compinfo/student/DemariusDeerebio.html� 
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Our Goals:


Raise public awareness of Pownal’s history:  its founding fathers and its early inhabitants;


Stimulate our children’s interest in the history of Pownal;


Gather and preserve historical data and artifacts;


Share with other communities data relevant to their history.
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Meeting Schedule


February 11, 2 p.m., Pownal Library:  Joe Hall:  The Trolleys through Pownal.





March 11, 2 p.m.  Pownal Library:  Steve Perkins:  Historic Postcards.





April 15, 1 p.m.  Pownal Library:  Annual Meeting





April 15:  2 p.m.  Pownal Library:  Joe Manning:  The Search for the Mill Children
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PHS Board Meeting:





February 11, 1 p.m., the Pownal Public Library





Workshop for Teachers:





June 25-July 1


From Sarah Rooker, director of History Harvest, a Teaching American History Project:��Join the Flow of History’s Summer Institute, “Exploring the Westward Movement,” Conflict of Cultures, the Pioneer Experience, the Gold Rush.





Fly and visit Billings, Montana, Little Bighorn, and Virginia City.





The resident historian for the institute will be Linda Peavey, whose presentation to the PHS is reported in this newsletter. ��Registration for the summer institute is $150 and began on January 30. All travel expenses, lodging, meals (a few lunches may be on your own), and fees will be covered by History Harvest, our Teaching American History grant. This institute is open to U.S. history teachers of grades 3 – 10 in the Connecticut River Valley. A graduate credit option will be available for an additional fee.��Download the registration form at:�� HYPERLINK "http://www.flowofhistory.org/summer_institute/index.php" \t "_blank" �http://www.flowofhistory.org/summer_institute/index.php��Registration deadline is APRIL 15.����









































“I’ve Carried Him All the Way from Vermont” (continued)





























 Vermont History Expo 2007  


The Vermont History Expo, chosen for the 5th time as one of Vermont’s Top Ten Summer Events for 2007, will be held June 23rd and 24th at the Tunbridge World’s Fair Grounds. We hope to exhibit at the Expo again this year! 


Our Pownal Historical Society will be joining the Bennington Historical Society and the Shaftsbury Historical Society in developing an exhibit around the Trolleys that once ran through our town into Bennington, North Adams, and Pittsfield.


If you would like to be part of our team working on the exhibit, please contact our President, Ken Held.  E-mail:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:kwheld@comcast.net" ��kwheld@comcast.net� or give him a call – he’s in The Book.





Selected Pownal  Websites:





Pownal Historical Society:





   � HYPERLINK "http://www.pownal.org" ��www.pownal.org�





Pownal in Wikipedia:


        � HYPERLINK "http://En.wikipedia.org/wiki/pownall%2C_Vermont" ��http://En.wikipedia.org/wiki/pownall%2C_Vermont�





Pownal Library:  





    � HYPERLINK "http://solomonwrightlibrary.org/" ��http://solomonwrightlibrary.org/�





Pownal News and Events:





    � HYPERLINK "http://pownal.pbwiki.com" ��http://pownal.pbwiki.com�











Pownal Planning:





Although the Pownal Planning effort is not strictly a history project, we thought you would want to know more about it.





Four committees are currently working on a variety of projects, and you may join any one of them by contacting the chair.  The committees:





Communication and Image, Jim Boutin, Chair.





Economic Development,


Clint Hutchins, Chair





Affordable Housing,


Pat Bolus, Chair





Recreation, 


Peter Hopkins, Chair





For more information, dates of events and other information, go to:





� HYPERLINK "http://pownal.pbwiki.com" ��http://pownal.pbwiki.com�

















