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Paper Treasures of Vermont (continued)

to the Bennington Museum or the Clark Museum conservation lab.  He agreed about how much is regularly lost, such as Anson Mason’s noting that Sprague Electric destroyed documents going back 100 years when they closed their operation in North Adams.  Lack of storage space is a major cause.

Historical Societies in Vermont can collaborate through the League of Local Historical Societies.  The VHS will advise and work with societies to establish joint efforts on local projects and the Tunbridge History Fair.

Finally, Graffagnino recommended two basic Vermont bibliographic sources for collectors, among others:  T. D. Seymour Bassett’s Vermont:  A Bibliography of Its History and Marcus A. McCorison’s Vermont Imprints 1778-1820.


ABC’s of Pownal:  Copies are still available at the Library.  $10.00
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Our Annual Holiday Party – December 8th
You are all invited to our annual Holiday Party at Charlotte Comar’s home, December 8th.  Pot luck.  Please bring non-perishable food items for donation to the Pownal Food Bank for those who need our help at this time.  Charlotte’s address is:  813 South Stream Road.  Tel. 447-7217 to RSVP by December 4th.   Directions:  From Pownal Center, turn east off Route 7 onto Barber's Pond Road; go 2.9 miles to party; yellow house on left; 813 on mail box post.
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      Dear Members,
We’ve been having some very good open meetings these past few months, and I thank all who have been instrumental in putting them together.  It is always nice to have guest speakers sharing their knowledge on different subjects of interest.  While these meetings have gotten great reviews, I have received feedback that members are missing the “Memories of Pownal Past” open meetings.  Please let us know what topics you would like to see our open meetings address.  If you have any suggestions for speakers or subjects just give me a call.  If I’m not home just leave a message or email me at Pownal@adelphia.net. We hold meetings for our members to attend and are still searching for that one topic that will get our membership out in force.  Please tell us what that topic is.  What is it about Pownal you would like to know more about?  (Ted Atkinson is our Program Chair, so you could also call him at 413-458-2685.)
In closing, as we enter the holiday season I would like to wish you all the very best.  May all your holiday wishes come true!
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My Aunt Mattie






By Charlotte Comar
I recently came across the 1886, “For-Get-Me-Not Album” of my Aunt Mattie (Martha) Hicks (1877-1936), whose picture is on page 1.  Aunt Mattie was my mother’s sister.  The autograph on the front page indicates that it was a Christmas gift from her teacher at (I assume) Maple Grove School, Mrs. D. Bushnell.  

I’d like to share some of the messages in the album.  On Feb. 3, 1887, Laura Stafford wrote, “Can I not have in all this space one little spot on which to trace a tender thought for thee?”  Several pages and two years later,   “Walter J. Niles”, who became Laura’s husband, signed his name. 

“May your life be long and happy.  
               And your Friends be kind and true; 
             Till the arms of God recieve you 
               when your work on earth is through.”    
This was written by Cousin Nellie Wood of Hoosick Falls, NY, who, obviously hadn’t learned the rule about “i before e except after c”.  And here’s one from another cousin, Frank Bishop, that I especially like – 
“As sure as comes your wedding day, 
                    a broom to you I’ll send. 
            In sunshine use the bushy part, 
                   in storm the other end.”

My father’s mother, Mamie Crosier, wrote, 
“Think of me long, think of me ever, 
             think of the fun, you and I had together.”   
When she wrote this in April, 1890, she was Mary Flynn.   

On the last page of the album, written in the beautiful flowing handwriting of that era, is the message,  
“Dear Sister:  
With in this book so pure and white,
 let none but friends presume to write; 
and may each line with friendship given, 
direct the reader’s thoughts to heaven.  
Your Sister, Jennie.”    
Aunt Jennie became Rachel Mason’s mother. 

          I was six years old when Aunt Mattie died and my recollection of her was of a tall, stern-faced, spinster lady, who didn’t do much but play “500” with a group of friends frequently.  Although I had heard of her work in 4-H club activities and knew that there’s a “Hicks” building at 4-H Camp Ondawa in Sunderland, VT, it wasn’t until recently reading her obituary that I learned that she was known for her “cheerful attitude, jovial spirit, patience in instruction…” with boys and girls.  She was also very active with the Farm Bureau and Bennington Grange; was an itinerant worker in the canning kitchen of the WPA; and was known statewide for her work with these organizations.  Sorry, Aunt Mattie, I was wrong!
Welcome New Members!





Les and Ruth Foss


     Montesano, Washington





On October 22, Kevin Graffagnino, Director of the Vermont Historical Society, presented an illustrated lecture on the variety of paper documents that help preserve Vermont history.  Among his examples, he showed his audience manuscripts, books, newspapers, sheet music, diplomas, railroad timetables, calendars, maps, postcards, and photographs.  He especially likes ephemera, or “things you throw away,” such as trolley tickets, advertisements, posters for events, and receipts.  Afterward he talked about examples that Society members brought from their collections.





Graffagnino urged both individuals and the Historical Society to collect as many paper documents as they can, scouring attics and closets.  For preservation, he advised against storing documents in humid areas, such as basements, and recommended acid-free backings for items displayed in picture frames.  For those wanting advice or help with conservation, he recommended that we go





(Continued on page 4)

















Message from Ken Held, 


President
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Do You Know Any Civil War Places in Pownal?





The Civil War had a profound impact on small towns throughout Vermont.  Historian Howard Coffin wants to know about the Civil War places in Pownal and elsewhere in Vermont.  His intent is to show the impact of the war across Vermont – the factories where women worked, farms that suffered from men being gone, homes they left behind, churches, recruiting offices, meeting halls, and any other places you can link to the War. 





Coffin plans to write a book on Vermont during the War and publish it by 2011 to mark the 150th anniversary of the War.  Send your ideas and suggestions to:  e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:hcoffin@adelphia.net" ��hcoffin@adelphia.net� or call:  802-223-1909.





His books on the Civil War:





Full Duty:  Vermonters in the Civil War, Woodstock, VT:  Countryman Press, 1995.


Nine Months to Gettysburg, Woodstock, VT:  Countryman Press, 1997.


The Battered Stars, Woodstock, VT:  Countryman Press, 2002.











Do You Have Any Paper Treasures of Pownal?





The Pownal Historical Society would like to keep a record of historic Pownal or Pownal-related documents that you may own.  If you have any paper artifacts, such as letters, books, and ephemera, please let us know by calling 823-0198 or writing us at the address below or e-mailing: Raymond_rodrigues@ msn.com.




















Upcoming Meetings:  Our Holiday Party --   Dec. 8


Women Who Went West


January 14, 2007   2 p.m.


Pownal Library
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Selected Pownal-related  Websites:





Pownal Historical Society:





   www.pownal.org





Wikipedia:


        En.wikipedia.org/wiki/pownall%2C_Vermont





Pownal Library:  





    Solomonwrightlibrary.org





Vermont Historical Society:





    www.vermonthistory.org








Our Goals:


Raise public awareness of Pownal’s history:  its founding fathers and its early inhabitants;


Stimulate our children’s interest in the history of Pownal;


Gather and preserve historical data and artifacts;


Share with other communities data relevant to their history.











