	February 26, 2007

Hello All, 
After last week's extensive floor time voting on budget adjustment and other money bills, this week the legislature spent most of its time in committee working on the major bills it wants to move out of committee by "crossover". A little bit about legislative process--crossover is a deadline set by leadership for passing bills out of committee so they can be debated and voted on the floor and move to the other chamber (Senate or House) for further review. Bills that have not cleared committee by crossover need approval from the rules committee to go forward. This year crossover is March 16th, the end of the week after we come back from Town Meeting recess. Even with most of our time in committee, the House passed several measures. Here are a few of the week's bills. 
H. 15 An act relating to a statewide school year calendar; 
Tuesday morning the House passed on a voice vote a bill instructing the Commissioner of Education to develop a statewide school calendar. In its first year he is instructed to do so by engaging "students, parents, educators, the business community, and other interested parties." The calendar's goal is improving learning opportunities for all Vermont students. The calendar sets 175 common school days, 5 common in-service education days, vacations and holidays, makeup days to compensate for school closings. There is a waiver provision for unanticipated school closings. School boards may schedule extra educational days or in-service days. The statewide calendar is voluntary for the 2008–2009 school year and mandatory starting with the 2009–2010 school year. An important section of the bill says, "If a school district or group of school districts needs to deviate from the uniform calendar due to a circumstance unique to the community which cannot otherwise be accommodated, the district or districts may petition the state board for a waiver by January 1 for the ensuing school year, and the state board shall act on the petition at its next meeting." The purpose of this section is to allow for some of the significant differences between regions and special community events. 
H. 274 An act relating to adult foster care; 
In a non-controversial bill, the House passed a bill better defining adult foster care as "provision of 24 hour home care services for one or two adult persons with a disability in the residence of the person providing the home care services." The bill also defines home care services "to include room, board, safety services, household services, and any specialized services to meet the unique needs of the individual." Better defining adult foster care will align this cost-saving service with resources for health care. 
H. 213 An act relating to interim assistance to the dairy industry and the development of long-term goals for a viable agricultural sector; 
This bill to better support agriculture came back from the Senate with a proposal of amendment to help farms that had suffered collapsed barn roofs in the blizzard as well as those struggling with low milk prices, high debt, high fuel and feed costs in the last growing season. The bill also made clear that "this act is the final dairy assistance program payment for the 2007-2008 biennium."
H. 313 An act relating to the administration and enforcement of fines within the judicial bureau;
The main purpose of the bill is to better deal with collecting fines. The bill extends current mechanisms for collection of traffic violation fines to all judicial bureau fines. It also creates a $10.00 fee for failure to respond to a civil violation and a $15.00 fee for failure to pay a default judgment issued by the judicial bureau. The court administrator can contract with a collection agency to collect fines and fees. Also it permits the court administrator to accept credit card payments for payment of penalties and fines.
J.R.H. 17 Joint resolution relating to legislative approval for purchase of equipment for Amtrak Vermont services;
The committee on Transportation offered a joint resolution, which was immediately sent to the House Appropriations Committee without floor debate. The resolution proposes to deal with rising costs for continuing state-sponsored Amtrak services. The resolution deals with the administration’s proposal to purchase new equipment for a demonstration project reconfiguring Vermonter service. It aims to lower the long-term costs of continuing Amtrak services and give Vermont "flexibility in responding to changing travel demand".
The resolution proposes approval of Vermont’s purchase of Colorado Rail Car units with conditions. Some of the conditions are meeting safety standards, price protections, accessibility for those with disabilities and fair agreements with other states where the train may stop. The resolution also directs the Secretary of Transportation "to develop a plan for successful marketing and management of the new Amtrak passenger service by January 15, 2008."
H. 93 An act relating to beer producers’ interest in retail liquor licenses;
This bill passed second reading on Tuesday and will be voted on a third time on Tuesday. The bill makes up for a loophole in the laws on merchandising beer that favors large out of state producers of beer over Vermont’s smaller specialty beers. This will ensure fair competition between beer producers. 
Next week a number of bills will come from committee to the floor for debate. Here are a few of them with their bill numbers. If you would like to read the text of these or any bill, the legislative web site lets you search for bills by number. Here’s the web address. www.leg.state.vt.us 
Also, if you want me to send you a copy of any bill by email or regular mail, please let me know. 
H. 357 An act relating to registration of lobbyists. Committee on Government Operations
H. 360 An act relating to employment protection and training period for Vermont National Guard members. Committee on General, Housing and Military Affairs.
H. 368 An act relating to regulation of professions and occupations. Committee on Government Operation.
H. 361 Pay Scale, Death Benefit & Tuition for Members of Nat’l Guard. Committee on General, Housing and Military Affairs
H. 59 Hunting With a Firearm Under the Influence. Committee on Fish, Wildlife and Water Resources.
PUBLIC HEARING: 
Many of you have written me about H.44, An act relating to patient choice and control at end of life. On Tuesday, February 27, 2007 in the Well of the House from 6:30 to 9:30 PM, the
House Committee on Human Services and other relevant committees will hold a public hearing for those who would like to comment on this bill. I plan to attend and listen. This bill is controversial and emotional. Currently the bill is in the Human Services Committee. If it is voted out of that committee it will go to the Judiciary Committee before coming to the full house for debate and a vote. A house debate and vote will not be until after Town Meeting week. I hear that the committee has changed the bill considerably in committee, but have not yet seen the changes. I expect to and hope to hear from many of you before this bill comes to a vote. 
SCR 9 At the end of the week the House passed a resolution that started in the Senate thanking employees in the Bennington State Office Building. Some employees were with us when the resolution passed and the House gave them a standing ovation. 
Mobile Home Park Bills
This last week House General, Housing and Military Affairs Committee asked me to introduce three bills. I am the lead sponsor on the bills. They aim to improve conditions in mobile home parks for tenants, owners and municipalities. The Mobile Home Task Force developed many of these ideas in the last few years. Both the Department of Housing and the statewide advocates for affordable housing asked to introduce the bills. They are numbered H.330, H.331 and H.332. They deal with a variety of issues including improving environmental standards, clarifying rules around mobile home park sales and closures and how mobile homes are titled. Other sections still being drafted will deal with resources to remove leaking oil tanks, better addressing responsibilities for water systems and dealing with abandoned trailers. I testified with Staff Counsel and the Deputy Commissioner of the Department of Housing. The bills received a favorable reception from the committee and I hope the committee will take the bills up this session. 
At the end of this letter is a list of reports the General Assembly has received this year. Each year we ask various groups to study issues and report back to us. Many of these reports become the basis for future legislation. If you would like any of the reports, please let me know and I will ask the Clerk of the House for them and send them to you.
I hope everybody has a good safe week! 
Stay in touch, 
Bill 
Rep. Bill Botzow 
1225 South Stream Road 
Bennington, VT 05201 
802 447-7717 
botzow@sover.net 
115 State Street 
State House 
Montpelier, VT 05633-5201 
Tel: 1-800-322-5616 (VT only) 
Fax: 802 828-2424 
bbotzow@leg.state.vt.us 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Montpelier Notes, An occasional email for Pownal and Woodford residents. If you would prefer not to receive these notes please reply to botzow@sover.net and I'll remove you from the list. If you would like to be added please let me know at the same address. I do not give your email address to others. --Bill Botzow 

 

 

Reports Received – 2007

1. National Association of Insurance Commissioners 2005 Annual Report.
2. State of Vermont Report of the Development Cabinet. Agency of Administration. 828-3322.
3. Insurance Commissioner 2005 Annual Report. 828-3301.
4. Vermont Blueprint for Health Preliminary Report on Implementation Structure Recommendation and Timeline. Vermont Department of Health. 863-7280.
5. Vermont 2007 Blueprint for Health: Interim Strategic Plan. Vermont Department of Health. 863-7281.
6. Executive Orders: Boards and Commissions Authorized to Receive Per Diems. Agency of Administration. 828-3322.
7. Collaboration report from Fletcher Allen Healthcare and Dartmouth Medical Center. Health Care Administration. 828-2900.
8. VYCC Clean and Clear Program 2006 Report. Vermont Youth Conservation Corps. 434-3969.
9. Analysis of an Income-Based Education Property Tax for Vermonters. Joint Fiscal Office.
10. Emergency Relief and Assistance Fund: Status Report. Agency of Administration. 828-3322.
11. Emergency Relief and Assistance Fund: Status Report. Agency of Administration. 828-3322.
12. Children & Family Council Annual Report 2006. H 241-2953
13. Vermont Information Technology Leaders Progress Report. 223-4100
14. Commissioner’s Uncompensated Care Report. BISHCA 828-2900
15. Legislative Study Committee of Groundwater Regulation and Funding Preliminary Report. Legislative Council. 828-2231
16. Act 129 Mental Health and Substance Abuse Task Force. BISHCA 828-2900
17. Vermont Health Care Expenditure Analysis & Three-Year Forecast 2005 report. BISHCA 828-2900
18. Report on the Continuation of Health Insurance Coverage for Young Adult Children and Spouses following Divorce or Dissolution. BISHCA 828-9-2900
19. Vermont Long Term Care Partnership Program. BISHCA 828-2900
20. Options for the Treatment of Seasonal Workers under the Employers’ Healthcare Premium Contribution. Agency of Administration. 828-3322
21. Enhanced 911 Board Report. 828-4911
22. Priorities for Designation Downtowns, Village Centers and Growth Centers. Agency of Administration. 828-3322
23. Workforce Report Fiscal Year 2006. Dept. of Human Resources 828-3491
24. Property Valuation and Review Annual Report. Vermont Department of Taxes. 
25. Common Claims Work Group Interim Report. 747-1600
26. Vtrans Miscellaneous Reports. Policy & Planning Division. 828-3441
27. Collaboration Between the Vermont BISHCA AND THE Executive Office for U.S. Trustee, U.S. Department of Justice. BISHCA 828-3307
28. Performance of the Environmental Court. Office of Court Administrator 828-3278
29. Pilot Project for Drug Court Initiative Committees Report. Office of Court Administrator. 828-3278
30. Mercury Pollution Report. Mercury Advisory Committee. 769-4269
31. Juvenile Justice Commission Repot. Agency of Human Services
32. Vermont Office of Child Support Connecting with Partners Annual Report.
33. Medical Privacy Concerns. Commissioner of Department of Health. 863-7280
34. Tobacco Compliance Tests Conducted During 2006. Vermont Department of Liquor Control. 828-2345
35. Corrections Oversight Committee Report. 
36. Department of Liquor Control 2006 Annual Report. 828-2345
37. Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Work Group. Legislative Council.
38. Drugs and Medical Supply Repository Study. Dept. of Health. 863-7281
39. Coordinated Healthy Activity, Motivation and Prevention Programs. Dept. of Health. 863-7280
40. Methamphetamine Public Information Campaign. Dept. of Health. 863-7280
41. Implementation of a Vermont Advance Directive Registry Report. Dept. of Health. 863-7280
42. Unified Economic Development Budget Proposal. Dept. of Finance & Management
43. Vermont Tobacco Evaluation & review Board 2006 Annual Report. 241-4461
44. Vermont Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Annual Report. Dept. of Environmental Conservation.
45. Public Records Requirement in Vermont. Legislative Council. 828-2231
46. Vermont Center for Geographic Information. 882-3000
47. Vermont Housing Finance Agency.
48. Sexual Violence Prevention Task Force: Year One.
49. Lead Sinker Public Education Program. 241-3700
50. Free and Honorary Hunting and Fishing Licenses. 241-3700
51. Reciprocal Fishing License for Lake Champlain. 241-3700
52. Management of the Deer Herd. 241-3700
53. Household Income/Adult Disability Care Payments Study. 241-2325
54. Gross Receipts Tax Revenues of the Public Service Board. 828-2358 
55. Identified Corridors. Policy & Planning Division. 828-3441
56. Mapping Efforts, USGS Coordination, and EPA Funding Request. Department of Environmental Conservation. 241-3808
57. Consolidated Executive Branch Fee Report. Finance and Management. 828-2376
58. Vermont health Care Expenditure Analysis & Three Year Forecast 2005.
59. Groundwater Mapping: Mapping Efforts and EPA Funding Request. Agency of Natural Resources. 241-3496
60. River Basin Planning Progress Report. Agency of Natural Resources.
61. Capacity of Vat’s Education System to Meet the Educational Needs of all Vt. Students, Bullying Prevention Policies, Capital Construction and State Bonding Education and Use of College entrance exams in State Assessment Systems reports. Department of Education. Commissioner’s Office.
62. Electric Affordability Program: Report and Draft Legislation. Public Service Board. 828-2358
63. Nineteenth Annual Report on Status of Petroleum Cleanup Funds. 241-3888
64. Conservation Motor Vehicle Registration Plates. Agency of Natural Resources. 241-3700
65. Municipal Permitting and Siting of Amateur Radio Antennae and Support Structures and Municipal Compliance with the Requirements of 24 V.S.S.A. §2296 (b)., Vt. Dept. of Housing and Community Affairs.
66. State Land Forest Management Report. Forests, Parks and Recreation. 244-1481
67. Capital Obligations Study. Agency of Administration . 828-3322
68. Phosphorus Mitigation Pilot Project. Agency of Natural Resources. 241-3808
69. The Individual Market in Vermont: Problems and Possible Solutions. BISHCA
70. Individual Health Insurance Market Study. BISHCA
71. Unidentified Corridors Report. Housing and Community Affairs.
72. Mental Health Oversight Committee 2006 Progress Report. Leg. Council.
73. Comprehensive Annual Financial Report.
74. Vermont Parole Board Annual Report. 
75. State Treasurer 2006 Annual Report. Office of State Treasurer.
76. Findings and Recommendations of the Access to Criminal History Record Information Committee. Supreme Court of Vermont. 828-3278
77. Vermont’s Reach Up Program Agency of Human Services. 241-2100
78. Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program. Dept. of Health. 863-7281
79. Early Childhood Nurture and Development in Enriched Education Settings. Legislative Council. 828-2231
80. Energy Efficiency Utility Program 2005 Revenues and Expenditures. Public Service Board. 828-2358
81. Vt. Environmental Protection Agency Pollution Control Revolving Fund. Agency of Natural Resources. 241-3808
82. Use of Vermont Products & Nutrition Education in Schools. Dept. of Education.
83. Miscellaneous Changes to the Education Law: Pregnant and Parenting Pupils; Payment of Education Costs; Study. Dept of Education & Agency of Human Services.
84. Miscellaneous Changes to Education Law: Excess Spending Penalty. Dept. of Education; Finance and Administration Division/
85. Miscellaneous Changes to Education Law: Compulsory School Attendance. Dept. of Education: Lifelong Learning Division.
86. Blueprint for Health Strategic Plan. (Final Plan, Report 4 was a Preliminary Report). Department of Health. 863-7280
87. Uniform Environmental Enforcement Act. Agency of Natural Resources. 241-3818
88. Human Services Caseload Management Reserve. Agency of Administration 828-3322
89. Income from Mountain Top Communication Sites. Agency of Natural Resources. 244-1481
90. Beverage Container Redemption Program. Agency of Natural Resources. 241-3808
91. Children and Family Council Prevention Programs. 241-2953
92. Workforce Development Council 2006 Annual Report. 828-4156
93. Eradication of Cervical Cancer Vermont 2007. Department of Health. 863-7281
94. Council on Education Governance. 828-2971
95. Catamount Health: Immunization Study. Commissioner of Health. 863-7280
96. Vermont State Housing Authority. 828-3295
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