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Pownal OK's Bartels study
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Friday, June 22

POWNAL — After an hour of discussion on Thursday, the Select Board approved $250 to be put toward a technical study of the former Bartels Lodge on Center Street by the Preservation Trust of Vermont. 

The town money will be matched by the preservation trust through the Robert Sincerbeaux Fund. The total cost of the study will be $500. 

Preservation Trust 

The Preservation Trust will hire a contractor to evaluate the condition of the building and create an itemized and prioritized list of the repairs needed and the cost. The same study was done on the historic Pownal Community Church near the Bartels site on Center Street when the town looked to repair the church steeple. 

"I urge the board to not demolish the building yet," said Eve Pearce, who headed the effort to perform the study. 

The report, said Pearce, would be completed by mid- to late July. The Select Board added a condition to the motion that requires the study to be complete by August. 

The board also agreed to write up a request, which would go out to bid, for a consultant to assess what would be needed for a new town office. These two reports would come together for the board to make a judgment on whether the former lodge is suitable for a new town office. 

"The key piece is finding out what you have," said Bill Botzow, D-Pownal/Woodford. "It's been very helpful with the church." 

"For $250 we can get valuable information," said Pearce. 

During the discussion, Select Board member Stephen Kauppi made it clear that there will not be any strings attached to the study. The study will be performed, and if the costs prove too much, the town may revert to other plans. 

"I think everybody needs to know more about it," said Kauppi. 

The board was in agreement that the study is aimed at usage of the building and not just historic preservation. The request for the study stemmed from the Select Board requesting bids to raze the building and bids to dismantle it with salvage. 

Harry "Hap" Percey select board member, showed the most concern about what the value of the lodge is and how long the study would take. He also wanted to avoid the town being forced to do the renovations despite the cost. 

"If you throw enough money at a project, it'll work," said Percey. 

Pearce said that she has spoken with Margaret Campbell of the Preservation Trust of Vermont and the group is interested in doing the study. 

"They're ready to go on this," said Pearce. 

Approximately 20 residents attended the meeting to discuss the lodge. Roger Patterson, an architect who lives on Carpenter Hill Road, said that he had assessed the exterior of the building. 

"I made a preliminary examination of the exterior of the building and find only one major defect," said Patterson from a prepared statement. "The foundations under the masonry pier in the northwest corner must be removed and replaced." 

Patterson urged the board renovate the building. 

"This building is essential to the historical fabric of our community," he said. "It's not just the one building." 

Doris Lillie, an assessor, said that the Bartels building would not be a good fit for a town office. She voiced opinions that the Select Board should not look to put a town office there just because of the historic past of the building. She related it to putting the glass slipper on all of Cinderella's stepsisters. 

"I'd hate to see a piece of history snatched out of the area," she said. "You can't fit those people in there, put on the shoes and see if they fit when they don't fit." 

Lillie also said that a combination of town offices and the rescue squad occupying the building is a bad idea. Kauppi said that the Select Board and the rescue squad are still looking into a joint usage of the building. 

Lillie also urged the board to set up a fund to save for the building of the new town office. 

As the residents crowded into the small town office, they were all in agreement that a new town headquarters is needed. 

"It is clear that there is a need for more town office space," said Pearce. 

The town purchased the nearby Bartels property with a town office in mind. The town does not have enough money to build on the property. 

The Bartels Lodge house dates back to the 1800s. It was used as a farm and as an boarding house for artist in the 1930s. The town purchased the building from William Bartels in 2006 after two fires damaged the inside of the house. 

"The history is really rich, but we're missing big pieces of it," said Pearce. "We don't have a lot of buildings like that in town." 

