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 I. Flavors of the Valley - April 17, 3-8 p.m. - White River Jct
 
II. Going Local Colloquium at UVM - April 18-19
 
III. Record number of VCGN Mini-grant applications received
 
IV. Earth Day / Earth Week events and activities
 
 V. Have you tested your soil lately?
 
 
Editor's note: Items of interest for upcoming VCGN bulletins may
be submitted at any time to jimf@burlingtongardens.org.
 
To learn more about community gardening opportunities and
resources in Vermont, please visit the FBG and VCGN web site at:
http://www.burlingtongardens.org/welcome.htm
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I. Flavors of the Valley - April 17, 3-8 p.m. - White River Jct
Submitted by Lisa Johnson, Vital Communities
 
Flavors of the Valley is the greater Upper Valley's premier
tasting, informational, and buying event for locally grown
foods. Whether you are a chef, gardener, consumer, or wholesale
or retail buyer, you'll want to attend. Dozens of local farmers
and chefs answer questions about their food and farm products,
including meats, produce, maple, dairy, baked goods, and
prepared foods. Last year, 1,000 attendees sampled local farm
products produced and prepared by area farmers and chefs,
learned about local farms, met area farmers, made a deposit on a
side of meat, signed up for a vegetable share from a CSA, and
purchased food-related books and gifts.
 
Admission is $5, with children age six and under admitted free.
For driving directions and workshop information, click on
http://www.vitalcommunities.org/agriculture/flavors.htm
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II. Going Local Colloquium at UVM - April 18-19
 
The University of Vermont's College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences will present "The Challenges and Opportunities of
Promoting Local Food and Local Food Systems" on April 18-19.
 
The colloquium kicks off with a keynote by former Vermont
governor Madeleine Kunin Wednesday, April 18th from 7:00- 8:00
p.m in the Waterman Building, Memorial Lounge.
 
Activities April 19 involve panel discussions, lectures, taste
tests, films, and displays dedicated to local foods and
agriculture. Panel discussions topics include:
 
"Bringing Local Foods to UVM and Other School Environments:
 Challenges and Opportunities"
 
"Global Warming, Local Foods and the 21st Century"
 
"The Policies Behind 'Going Local'"
 
"Its April -- What's for Dinner? The Localvore Movement in VT"
 
"Burlington as a Food Hub: The 21st Century and Beyond"
 
"The Economics of Going Local:
Realities, Challenges, & Common Cents"
 
Admission to the colloquium is free, but pre-registration is
strongly encouraged. For more information and to sign up, please
visit http://cals.blog.uvm.edu/GoingLocalColloquium/.
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III. Record number of VCGN Mini-grant applications received
 
A record number of applications were submitted for the 2007
Vermont Community Garden Network Mini-grant program, reflecting
the rapid growth of community and school gardening in Vermont.
The 81 mini-grant applications submitted represent a 69%
increase as compared to the 48 applications received in 2006.
 
Thanks to generous support from The Bay and Paul Foundations and
the Ben and Jerry's Foundation, a total of $12,000 in
mini-grants will be awarded on May 1, with $6,000 available for
school-based projects and $6,000 available for community-based
projects. To help stretch available funds, thirty grants will be
awarded this year in each category, with mini-grants averaging
$200.
 
The growth in mini-grant requests is strong evidence of the
commitment in Vermont to community and school gardening. At the
same time, it's important that mini-grant applicants continue to
develop local grassroots support. Spring is an excellent time
for grassroots fundraising for garden projects. To learn more
about grassroots garden-based fundraising, please download
http://www.burlingtongardens.org/Garden_%20fundraising.pdf.
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IV. Earth Day / Earth Week events and activities
 
Earth Day is Sunday, April 22!
 
The Earth Day Network, founded by the organizers of the first
Earth Day in 1970, promotes environmental citizenship and year
round progressive action worldwide. Earth Day Network has become
an innovative and respected leader in the environmental movement
around the world, working with more than 12,000 organizations in
174 countries. Domestic programs support the work of more than
3,000 groups and thousands of schools engaged in community
development and environmental awareness throughout the year.
 
Earth Day Network also supports organizations planning Earth Day
events each year, providing resources, guidance, organizing
tools and other assistance. Vermont nonprofit organizations and
grassroots groups are encouraged to become part of the Earth Day
Network and to share information on Earth Day events.
 
For a listing of Earth Day / Earth Week events taking place in
Vermont, visit
http://www.earthday.net/programs/find/searchEvent.aspx and type
"Vermont" into the search engine.
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V. Have you tested your soil lately?
Submitted by Joel Tilley, University of Vermont
 
Why should you test your soil? A soil test can pinpoint nutrient
deficiencies that may be limiting the growth of your vegetables,
flowers, lawns, shrubs, or trees. It will also tell you what
nutrients are at adequate or excessive levels in your soil
already. If you don't need to apply fertilizer, DON'T-​it will
save you money, and the excess won't run off and contribute to
pollution of our lakes and rivers.
 
Soil test results from the UVM Agricultural and Environmental
Testing Lab are tailored for 33 specific crops (for example,
tomatoes, squash, sweet corn, mixed vegetables; strawberries,
blueberries; annuals, woody ornamentals; lawn and turfgrass),
and are geared toward Vermont soils and growing conditions. They
are widely used by both conventional and organic growers.
 
A basic test costs $15. Call or stop by the lab for a test kit,
which contains a plastic bag for the soil, a form for
information about your soil and what you're growing, and a
mailer for sending it in to the lab. Or you can download the
form from our web site, put the sample in your own plastic bag,
and send it to the lab.
 
Collect eight or ten cores from the top 6 inches (or from the
tillage depth); get below the sod layer if sampling a lawn. Mix
the cores thoroughly in a clean bucket, then place about a cup
of soil in the plastic bag. More detailed instructions can be
found on the back of the questionnaire form or on our web site.
 
The lab is located in Hills Building, on the main campus of the
University of Vermont in Burlington, near the water tower by the
intersection of Main Street (Williston Road) and East Avenue.
Our hours are 8:00 to 4:30 Monday through Friday. Stop in and
visit us if you are in the area!
 
Agricultural and Environmental Testing Laboratory
Room 219 Hills Building
University of Vermont
Burlington, VT  05405
 
Phone: 802-656-3030
Toll-free: 800-244-6402
fax: 802-656-0285
email: AgTesting@uvm.edu
web site: http://www.uvm.edu/pss/ag_testing/
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The Vermont Community Garden Network is hosted by Friends of Burlington Gardens, a grassroots nonprofit organization supporting community-based gardening in the Burlington area and across Vermont. For more information on community gardening in Vermont, please visit FBG's web site at www.burlingtongardens.org or contact FBG at:
 
Friends of Burlington Gardens
180 Flynn Ave Studio 3
PO Box 4504
Burlington, VT 05406-4504
802-861-GROW
 
Vermonters interested in joining the VT-GARDEN-LIST may subscribe by sending an email containing your name, address, phone number, and affiliation to the list administrator, Jim Flint, at jimf@burlingtongardens.org. To unsubscribe, email VT-GARDEN-NET-signoff-request@peach.ease.lsoft.com.

