Pownal had a great anniversary
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Pownal’s 250th was a great experience, all year 

Nothing could have made us more proud of our town, Pownal, than the way our entire community came together to celebrate the 250th anniversary of Benning Wentworth’s signing of Pownal’s charter. Many people and organizations happily volunteered to lead or support activities during the year, and we held about three events a month as a result. 

The Pownal Historical Society led off the year on Jan. 8 with a Town Birthday Party at the Pownal Elementary School, where school children sang historic songs, Willie Jones (actor and former Pownal Elementary School teacher) read the Charter; state Rep. Bill Botzow presented a proclamation by the Vermont House of Representatives recognizing Pownal, Gov. Jim Douglas appeared to congratulate the town, Doreen Forney played her bagpipes, and Rachel Mason, Pownal’s town clerk for 36 years, read two of her own poems. 

Barbara Luscia presented her gift to Pownal, a 250th anniversary quilt she sewed from pieces created by many Pownal families, and Elaine Clark unveiled a town banner with the 250th anniversary logo chosen from contest entrants by a committee she led. Rich Ryder served as master of ceremonies. 

The year-long celebration included a 2010 calendar featuring old photographs compiled by volunteers led by Sue Sweeney; a house tour organized by Pauline Guntlow and sponsored by the Affordable Housing Committee of homes across the ages illustrating energy saving techniques; a poetry contest led by Elaine Clark, with entrants reading the poems and compiled in a booklet created by Dawn Rodrigues; a celebration of church histories organized by the Rev. Gary Dickson, with members of all five churches participating; T-shirts designed by Walt Klinger; a special postal cover designed by the Historical Society; a wildflower walk led by Ruth Botzow, T.J. Norris, and Joni Wuensch. 

Also, an introduction to a new hiking trail from North Pownal to the Taconic Ridge led by Ken Norris and sponsored by the Hoosic River Watershed Association (HOORWA); a bonfire organized by Julius Rosenwald and the Solomon Wright Library; peach and strawberry shortcake and turkey suppers offered by the Methodist Church; a ham dinner offered by the Congregational Church; and the dedication of Pownal Center as a State Historic District. 

This designation was achieved by members of the Pownal Historical Society and Jane Radocchia, who wrote historical descriptions of the architecture for the application. At that dedication, brief speeches were given by Rep. Botzow, county Senators Bob Hartwell and Dick Sears, and Select Board Chairman Nelson Brownell. 

Ken Held and Fran Lampman introduced an historic marker donated by the Historical Society to celebrate the Historic District designation, while Joyce Held read an historic account of patriot families escaping from Poultney to Pownal during the Revolution. Their "stage" was Sonny Pratt’s hay wagon. A walking tour of the new district was also made available, and the event was followed by the second annual Community Picnic, organized by Select Board member Steve Kauppi. 

Annual events included in the year-long celebration were the fifth annual "Taste of Pownal," a food fair organized by Peter Hopkins; the Pownal Valley Community Fair--created in 1994--spearheaded by Pownal Valley Fair Association members Jimmy and Nellie Winchester, and the Scenic Tractor and Wagon Ride, organized by the Pownal Valley Swinging Seniors and led by Anson "Sonny" and Janice Pratt to benefit the Pownal Valley Fire Department. 

We met many Pownal residents and people whose ancestors once lived in Pownal when we created a book of historic Pownal photos from their personal collections -- published by Arcadia Publishers, compiled with technical support from Dawn Rodrigues, and available to buy for Christmas presents in various places around town. 

We ended the year with two events: an ice cream party for the entire community at the Pownal American Legion with ice cream donated by Stewart’s and the re-issuing of the definitive history of Pownal written by Joe Parks, now for sale at the Pownal library, Northshire Press, and elsewhere. 

Carl Villanueva provided technical support for a number of events. Linda Hall, our librarian, supported activities through the Solomon Wright Public Library. And the Bennington Banner and its reporters provided excellent coverage of our events. 

So here is our challenge to the other communities in the Shires of Vermont whose 250th anniversaries all take place in 2011, as well as Bennington, which wasn’t settled by Europeans until after Pownal: If you can do as well as Pownal and experience the pride of place that Pownal has experienced, we will applaud you. 
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