Montpelier Notes, An occasional email for Pownal and Woodford residents. If you would prefer not to receive these notes please reply to botzow@sover.net and I'll remove you from the list. If you would like to be added please let me know. I do not give your email address to others. --Bill Botzow 



April 20, 2008

Hello All,

Early Spring is really here and with it all the energy of new growth. I’m looking forward to the coming end of the legislative session and the opportunity to work more at home. We are in the last weeks of the session and the legislature is working hard to finish up. The main pieces are the budget and legislation that is still moving through the House and Senate. Bills are seeing final review in committees. Soon conference committees will be established to settle remaining differences between House and Senate versions. As a result, the State House is full of energy both in committees and in the hallways and meeting rooms. Last week was full!

Tuesday was Disabilities Awareness day and several constituents came to Montpelier to participate. I spent time with Tracy Dorman, Juanita Cook and Dick Warrender. Their concerns ranged from the structure of support for people with disabilities that often keeps them from realizing their aspirations in the workforce for fear of losing the support they have to the need for people to respect disabled parking places and the aisle next to the parking spaces so that people in wheelchairs can easily extend wheelchair ramps. The disabled are an important part of the community. We need to respect and enhance their abilities to contribute. 

Also on Tuesday, Nelson Brownell and Clint Hutchins visited the State House to meet with Laura Pelosi, the Commissioner of Environmental Conservation and Donald Einhorn from the Brownfields redevelopment program. The meetings concentrated on water issues such as floodplain issues, flood mitigation and exploring possible reuse of the North Pownal dam as a productive power source. 

Sunday afternoon Ruth and I enjoyed Peter Hopkins’ talk at the Solomon Wright Library on the history of Crane paper. Peter also spoke about the Community Garden in Pownal Center, which is getting ready for its second season. They have expanded from last year and still have about nine 12 x 24 plots available. If you or anyone you know would like to have a plot, contact Peter at gopownal@comcast.net or 823-5405.

Town Vote on New By-laws and Informational Meeting
Monday night April 21 there will be an informational meeting at the Pownal Elementary School on the newly revised town by-laws followed by a vote on Tuesday April 22 on whether or not the town should accept the by-laws. Ordinarily the select board has the final vote on by-laws revisions. This year a group of citizens petitioned to have the town vote on the by-laws. The issues raised and the implications of the vote will be discussed at the Monday meeting. 

The by-laws regulate land use in town. They are updated every five years. The 2008 by-laws make substantial improvements in several areas regarding mobile homes and commercial uses and bring the by-laws into alignment with state statutes regarding zoning. The by-laws are intended to guide the growth of the town. I plan to vote yes to support the work of the planning commission in improving the 2002 plan and to set a base for further progress.  I hope you will vote Tuesday. Whatever your vote, it is an expression of a commitment to a better town. 

Here’s the legislation the House worked on and passed last week. All the bills ultimately passed on voice votes. 

H. 619 An act relating to the regulation of sexual assault nurse examiners;

This bill sets up a system to certify and regulate sexual assault nurse examiners to help them better perform their duties which can extend beyond examinations into the judicial system. The regulating board’s expenses would be supported by the in place restitution fund. The board would adopt rules on educational requirements and statewide standards, a “standardized sexual assault protocol  and  a system of monitoring for compliance”.

H. 878 An act relating to elevator safety;

This bill makes sure that elevators are promptly and effectively inspected. It adds the commissioner of labor and an elevator inspector to the elevator safety review board, allows emergency rules to be put in place for elevator inspection while new rules are developed and it adjusts fees for inspections.

S. 240 An act relating to repealing the sunset of the law enforcement exemption to the social security breach notice act;

A few years ago the legislature passed a law setting procedures and requiring notification to consumers of security beaches involving their social security numbers. At the time, because the bill would include public safety as well, the legislature granted law enforcement a temporary exemption. This bill makes the exemption permanent. 

S. 291 An act relating to the farm agronomic practices program at the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets;

This bill from the Senate establishes a farm agronomic practices assistance program in the agency of agriculture, food and markets “to provide the farms of Vermont with state financial assistance for the implementation of soil-based practices that improve soil quality and nutrient retention, increase crop production, minimize erosion potential, and reduce agricultural waste discharges.”

  

S. 366 An act relating to the administration of the voter’s oath or affirmation;

This bill makes sure that people who want to vote are able to take the voters oath, which you need to do either when registering or before voting. To help those who turn 18 in the military, it adds military officers to the list of those able to give the oath, allows adults to give the oath and provides for self-administration under penalty of perjury. 

S. 229 An act relating to access to public records;

This bill provides an appeals process if there is a denial of a request for a public record. Also, starting  January 1, 2010, certificates of birth, marriage, civil union, divorce, death, and fetal death “shall be issued on unique paper with antifraud features approved by the commissioner of health and available from the health department.”

S. 290 An act relating to agricultural water quality;

This bill helps farmers control nutrient run-off into streams by  providing “assistance to contract applicators and farms to purchase or use innovative manure injection equipment that will aid in the reduction of surface runoff of agricultural wastes to state waters, improve water quality of state waters, reduce odors from manure application, decrease greenhouse gas emissions, and reduce costs to farmers.” Though the program is statewide, because of very immediate problems with Lake Champlain and Lake Memphramagog, they are given priority, then the Connecticut and Hudson River basins. 

S. 232 An act relating to mobile polling stations;

This bill establishes a short term pilot program for mobile polling stations followed by a report by the Secretary of State on whether they make sense. People at a mobile polling station would vote by absentee ballot and would have to follow the same protocols as regular or early voting.  

S. 2 An act relating to bail and eligibility for public defender services for defendants charged with retail theft;

The House agreed with this Senate bill which allows the district court to take other than cash bail and it clarifies “that a defendant charged with retail theft qualifies for a public defender only if the value of the items stolen is $900.00 or more.”

S. 213 An act relating to the designation of a portion of state highways in the town of Manchester as Class 1 highways;

This Bennington County bill streamlines maintenance of VT 11 and 30 from US 7 into town and 7A north of Manchester to US 7. It was supported both by the state and the town.

S. 344 An act relating to internet and mail order sales of tobacco products;

This bill makes sure that “cigarettes, roll-your-own tobacco, little cigars, or snuff, ordered or purchased by mail or through a computer network, telephonic network, or other electronic network,” could only be sent to  “a licensed wholesale dealer, distributor, or retail dealer in this state.”

H. 629 An act relating to an evaluation of Vermont’s system of caring for mentally ill offenders;

This bill improves how Vermont cares for mentally ill offenders. One simple measure is to make sure that mental illness in this case is seen as a functional impairment. The bill also clarifies reporting mechanisms while maintaining confidentiality on cases of functional impairment and requires a system wide evaluation on how Vermont cares for those in the corrections system with functional impairments stemming from mental illness. 

S. 233 An act relating to temporary officiants for marriages and civil unions;

Often people want to be married in Vermont by a relative or other special person to them. This bill would allow for an individual after registering with the Secretary of State and paying a fee to officiate at the wedding on a one time basis for only that particular wedding. 

S. 241 An act relating to the special veteran and gold star registration plates;

This year the legislature received many bills asking for special license plates. Instead of dealing with each of them on a case by case basis, the House Transportation Committee recommended that “the commissioner of motor vehicles report to the house and senate committees on transportation by January 15, 2009, on the best methods of administering the issuance of distinctive registration plates, including motorcycle plates, with the logo of the organization or group sponsoring or requesting the plates. In addition to any other issue deemed appropriate by the commissioner, the report shall consider the advisability of requiring a bond or cash deposit and a minimum number of applicants before the plates may be produced. The report would also examine appropriate fees, the design of the plates, such as standard plates with logo decals, and if a minimum number of plates must be issued over a specific period in order for the program to continue.”

S. 342 An act relating to Lake Champlain commemorative motor vehicle plates;

Because of the impending celebrations of the 400th anniversary of Champlain’s discovery of Lake Champlain the House agreed with this Senate bill which helps raise revenues to pay for this onetime event. 

S. 324 An act relating to beer and wine tastings;

This Senate bill adds malt beverage and beer tastings to the statutes governing wine tastings. 

S. 365 An act relating to capital construction and state bonding;

This year the capital bill started in the Senate. The House Institutions Committee made changes to the bill and we debated and voted on the bill Thursday. This is always one of the most important bills of the year to the state and to Pownal because of the payment of the ongoing state grant to the wastewater system. This year, once again and in a very tight year, the bill funds Pownal’s needs with a $1,000,000 grant and $120,000 in interest for borrowing. 

A section of the bill on funding for the Fire Service Training building in Pittsford received the most debate and a roll call vote. The issue was a decision to match possible federal money for a burn building at Vermont Technological College in Randolph. VTC is starting a program training firefighters. Many of us in Southwest Vermont and the Rutland area want to make sure that the academy our firefighters use in Pittsford is not diminished over time. An amendment would have restored $240,000 in funding to Pittsford for the class room building. I voted for the amendment which failed 36 to 99. The fire service building will still receive $2,000,000 in funding and the bill makes clear that Pittsford is the headquarters for fire service training in the state. 

 

S. 226 An act relating to requiring the installation of photoelectric only smoke alarms;

This bill makes sure that photoelectric smoke detectors are installed in new homes. The findings for the bill best explain the House General Committee’s recommendation. 

The general assembly finds:

(1)  Public safety experts recognize that smoke detectors serve as a lifesaving early warning device in residential properties, and thousands of individuals can attest that detectors have saved their lives.

(2)  The general assembly has concurred with these public safety experts that smoke detectors belong in Vermonters’ homes and has enacted chapter 77 of Title 9, requiring the installation of smoke detectors in newly constructed single family homes and at the time of the sale or exchange of a single family home.

(3)  Despite the acknowledged benefits of smoke detectors, the Boston Fire Department has conducted carefully developed and supervised research that confirms that smoke detectors based only on the ionization technology will not necessarily save as many lives as other types of smoke alarm technology that is similarly priced.

(4)  The Boston Fire Department research documented that when confronted with a smoldering fire, a smoke detector using only ionization technology responds on average 30 minutes after photoelectric technology and often not until debilitating levels of smoke exist.

(5)  The ionization-only smoke detectors also tend to set off excessive nuisance alarms, two-to-eight times more often than photoelectric detectors, causing them to be disabled;

(6)  The Boston Fire Department research documented that the vast majority of homes in Massachusetts are equipped with smoke detectors that use only ionization technology, and that 50 percent of the fatal fires in that state occur in buildings with working smoke detectors.

(7)  Since 1990, the state of Massachusetts has acknowledged the deficiencies of ionization‑only smoke detectors by requiring that smoke detectors located near kitchens and bathrooms employ only photoelectric technology.

(8)  Due to the extensive research that the Boston Fire Department developed, the city of Boston has petitioned the state legislature for the authority to place new severe restrictions on the use of ionization‑only smoke detectors.

(9)  Photoelectric-type smoke detectors are significantly more effective in providing earlier detection and warning than ionization‑type smoke detectors in smoldering fires.

(10) Photoelectric-type smoke detectors provide earlier detection and warning than ionization-type smoke detectors in smoldering fires by minutes or tens of minutes.  Ionization-type smoke detectors provide earlier detection and warning than photoelectric-type smoke detectors in flaming fires by seconds or tens of seconds.  Therefore, although this act requires 

photoelectric-only-type smoke detectors for the reasons set forth in these findings, the general assembly does not discourage the use of ionization-type smoke detectors and combination smoke detectors in addition to photoelectric-only-type smoke detectors.

(11)  The tragic deaths of a mother and four children December 17, 2005 in Barre because of a smoldering fire prompted the Barre Fire Department to test the two kinds of smoke detectors and conclude that the tragedy could have been averted by the use of a photoelectric type.

Therefore it is the intent of the general assembly to avoid these needless deaths by requiring the use of the photoelectric smoke detectors.

S. 271 An act relating to child support for children with disabilities;

This bill makes sure that the court can extend child support to children up to age 22 if the child has significant physical, mental, or developmental disabilities. 

S. 301 An act relating to enhancing the penalties for assaulting a law enforcement officer and to the crime of assault with bodily fluids;

This bill adds emergency room personnel to emergency personnel and law enforcement officers to help protect them from being intentionally attacked by a person with their bodily fluids. 

Doyle Poll

Every year at Town Meeting I distribute and collect Senator Bill Doyle’s annual opinion survey of Vermont. Here are the preliminary results from Sen. Doyle in percentages for the state, Pownal and Woodford. In Pownal 67 people participated and in Woodford 10. Approximately 11,000 participated statewide.

1) Should drivers be prohibited from using cell phones while driving?

a. Pownal            Yes 91%     No  9%      Not Sure     0%

b. Woodford       Yes 70%     No  20%    Not Sure    10%

c. Statewide       Yes 70%     No  22%    Not Sure    8% 

2) Do you support same sex marriage?

a. Pownal            Yes 49%     No  45%    Not Sure    6%

b.  Woodford       Yes 50%     No  40%    Not Sure    10%

c. Statewide       Yes 54%     No  37%    Not Sure    7%

3) Should Vermont take the lead in addressing climate change?

a. Pownal            Yes 62%     No  26%    Not Sure    12%

b. Woodford       Yes 80%     No  10%    Not Sure    10%

c. Statewide       Yes 64%     No  24%    Not Sure    12% 

4) Should Vermont lease its lottery? 

a. Pownal            Yes  8%      No  66%    Not Sure    26%

b. Woodford       Yes 10%     No  70%    Not Sure    20%

c. Statewide       Yes 6%       No  74%    Not Sure    20% 

5) Are you optimistic about Vermont’s economy?

a. Pownal            Yes 51%     No  34%    Not Sure    15%

b. Woodford       Yes 20%     No  50%    Not Sure    30%

c. Statewide       Yes 33%     No  43%    Not Sure    23% 

6) Do you support the legalization of hemp?

a. Pownal            Yes 58%     No  23%    Not Sure    29%

b. Woodford       Yes 60%     No  20%    Not Sure    20%

c. Statewide       Yes 55%     No  32%    Not Sure    13% 

7) Should jail time be removed for the possession of one ounce of marijuana?

a. Pownal            Yes 70%     No  22%    Not Sure     8%

b. Woodford       Yes 100%     No  0%    Not Sure    0%

c. Statewide       Yes 65%     No  26%    Not Sure     9% 

8) Do you support a four year term for governor?

a. Pownal            Yes 75%     No  17%    Not Sure     8%

b. Woodford       Yes 60%     No  30%    Not Sure    10%

c. Statewide       Yes 62%     No  30%    Not Sure     8% 

9) Do you support a four year term for legislators?

a. Pownal            Yes 68%     No  28%    Not Sure    06%

b. Woodford       Yes 50%     No  40%    Not Sure    10%

c. Statewide       Yes 43%     No  47%    Not Sure    10% 

10) Should Vermont Yankee’s license be renewed in 2012

a. Pownal            Yes 46%     No  28%    Not Sure    26%

b. Woodford       Yes 70%     No  10%    Not Sure    20%

c. Statewide       Yes 43%     No  30%    Not Sure    27% 

11) Should the gas tax be increased to improve our roads and bridges?

a. Pownal            Yes 36%     No  58%    Not Sure      6%

b. Woodford       Yes   0%     No  90%    Not Sure    10%

c. Statewide       Yes 31%     No  51%    Not Sure    18% 

12) Do you believe the Vermont legislature is doing a good job?

a. Pownal            Yes 60%     No  21%    Not Sure    19%

b. Woodford       Yes 50%     No  30%    Not Sure    20%

c. Statewide       Yes 41%     No  33%    Not Sure    26% 

13) Do you believe Governor Douglas is doing a good job?

a. Pownal            Yes 45%     No  34%    Not Sure    21%

b. Woodford       Yes 40%     No  40%    Not Sure    20%

c. Statewide       Yes 42%     No  38%    Not Sure    20% 

The coming week will be very full again as the House moves remaining legislation to the Senate and reviews the Senate’s changes to House proposals. The last weeks of a session are always intense, especially this year around budget issues. As always, if you have questions about the bills I briefly note, please let me know. I always look forward to hearing from you. I hope you have a very good week!

Stay in touch, 

 Bill 

Rep. Bill Botzow 

1225 South Stream Road 

Bennington, VT 05201 
802 447-7717 

botzow@sover.net
115 State Street 
State House 
Montpelier, VT 05633-5201 
Tel: 1-800-322-5616 (VT only) 
Fax: 802 828-2424 

bbotzow@leg.state.vt.us 

