Montpelier Notes, An occasional email for Pownal and Woodford residents. If you would prefer not to receive these notes please reply to botzow@sover.net and I'll remove you from the list. If you would like to be added please let me know. I do not give your email address to others. --Bill Botzow 



October 15, 2008

Hello All,

This fall has been extraordinarily beautiful and full of community events. A few more are coming up. Here they are. 

Friday October 17, 2008 from 7:00 to 9:00 PM. Visit the Annual Haunted House at the Pownal Elementary School.  Also enjoy refreshments, games and bring a pumpkin for the pumpkin carving contest. This annual community event is a lot of family fun. 

Saturday October 18, 2008 from 11:00am-4:00pm.  The Pownal Youth Baseball board is having a fundraiser at the Route 346 baseball field in North Pownal.  

Scott and Wendy Morse write, “It is a closest-to-the-pin golf contest.  We have had several nice prizes donated to us, including: 1 cord of seasoned firewood, $100.00 gift certificate from Greene’s Oil, A “Contractor’s Bucket” from the Bennington House of tile ($130.00 value) along with some other smaller prizes.  Wal-Mart and Price Chopper have donated items like food and golf supplies to help us.  We will be asking for a donation of $5.00 for 5 balls hit, or $10.00 for 12 balls hit.  We will also have a 50-50 drawing that day.  Our concession stand will be open with hot cider and other goodies.” For more information call Scott at 442-9189.

Saturday October 18 at 1:00 PM. The Solomon Wright Public Library “invites young and old to a program  exploring the wonderful world of insects that live around us. Find out  about ‘buggy’ life cycles, anatomy, camouflage and other interesting insect behavior. Jerry Schneider of Hardwick, Vt., will present a slide and talk show and the audience then can create their very own  ‘bug T-shirts’. T-shirts will be available at the library or kids may bring their own. Question and answer period and observation of special  guest insects will also be included. This program is co- sponsored by a VT Department of Libraries grant to coincide with the theme of the statewide summer reading program: ‘Catch the Reading Bug’. Insect information will start at 1:00 pm on Saturday, October 18th at the library. Call 823-5400 for further information. The program is free and open to all ages.”

Weekend of October 18-19, 2008. This coming weekend is the second weekend for the barn census I wrote about in my September Notes. Here again is the information on this statewide project. 

A statewide “Barn Census” funded by a grant from the National Park Service has been organized by state and private organizations interested in the well being of these historic structures.  Volunteers across Vermont are collecting information on local barns on several weekends in the coming year.  The information gathered in the census will be compiled by the Vermont Division of Historic Preservation and UVM, then made available on the web for people to learn about barns in their communities and across the state. The first weekend for the barn census was August 2nd and 3rd. A number of people coordinated by Eve Pearce began the project in Pownal. Eve writes, “Here in Pownal we’re hoping to find as many barns as possible and learn some of the wonderful stories they have to tell.  You can share in this fun inquiry by calling and contributing barn information or stories and participating in upcoming census events. Contact Eve Pearce at 823-5580 or eve@sover.net, or leave a message with Pete Spencer at 823-5360.  Check out the Vermont Barn Census web site http://www.uvm.edu/~barn/ .” The site has lots of good information and forms where you can submit information about your own barn and you can join the Pownal group by calling Eve. 

Monday October 20, 2008 from 7:00 to 9:00 PM State Senate Candidate Forum. 

The Bennington Branch of the American Association of University Women (AAUW) will be sponsoring a candidate forum for the four candidates for Vermont Senator from Bennington County and Wilmington. The forum will take place on Tuesday October 20 from 7 – 9 pm at the Bennington Fire Station on River Street. Candidates will make short opening and closing statements, and AAUW members and a student from Southern Vermont College will ask four prepared questions on the economy, health care, energy and higher education funding. There will be time for questions from the audience. Refreshments will follow the meeting.

Wednesday October 29, from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. “Button Up Vermont” Presentation and workshop at the Pownal Elementary School. 

Central Vermont Community Action Council (CVCAC), with funding from the State of Vermont Agency of Human Services, and in partnership with the Vermont Energy and Climate Action Network (VECAN) and Efficiency Vermont, is implementing an intensive public education program, "Button Up Vermont," to mobilize Vermonters to save energy in their homes.

· Through a series of two-hour workshops around the state, citizens will learn about the fundamentals of how buildings lose energy and do-it-yourself opportunities for saving energy, including behavioral changes and low-cost weatherization measures.   
· The objective of this program is to conduct home energy savings workshops in 100 communities -- reaching thousands of Vermonters.  
In Pownal the workshop is being organized by the Pownal Valley Affordable Housing Group and the Pownal Conservation Commission. This is a good opportunity to learn more about how you can safely lower your heating costs this winter. Here is a website with more information: 

http://www.efficiencyvermont.com/pages/Residential/Home_Heating/button_up_vermont/ 

Special thanks to Leslie Morgenthal, Barb Schlesinger and Chris Trezeria for their work organizing the Pownal workshop. 

Early voting is now available at your Town Clerk’s office during regular hours. Additional hours are available in Pownal on Saturday Oct 18th, Oct 25th and Nov 1st from 10am-3pm. 

Contact Karen Burrington, Pownal Town Clerk at 823-7757 for more information on Pownal voting.

Contact Ron Higgins, Woodford Town Clerk at 442-4895 for more information on Woodford voting.

Voter registration deadline is Wednesday, October 29th at 5pm. 

I’ve visited with many of you in my door-to-door travels around Pownal and Woodford and greatly appreciate the hospitality you’ve shown. Your thoughts on our community and state have been serious, helpful and very welcome. I still have a number of areas to cover so I may not have gotten to your address yet, but if any of you weren’t home and had hoped to see me, please let me know. 

Stay in touch, 

Bill 

Rep. Bill Botzow 

1225 South Stream Road 

Bennington, VT 05201 
802 447-7717 

botzow@sover.net
115 State Street 
State House 
Montpelier, VT 05633-5201 
Tel: 1-800-322-5616 (VT only) 
Fax: 802 828-2424 

bbotzow@leg.state.vt.us 

