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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
January 2, 2008

Hello All,

Happy New Year! I hope 2008 is healthy, prosperous and good for you, your family and friends. This year Ruth and I enjoyed quiet holidays visiting with my mother and sister, seeing friends and getting organized for the coming legislative session. It is a busy time. I’ll be headed north every week starting this coming week and returning home on Friday evening. The session starts on Tuesday and I will resume my weekly schedule with Montpelier Notes. Here are some short notes for this week. 

Pownal Food Pantry

This time of year, the Pownal Food Pantry can always use extra help. Financial donations can go to PO Box 213, Pownal. I’ve heard that Stewarts has also been collecting for community organizations. The Food Pantry also recently organized a food drive with Pownal Elementary School. Great to see our students involved. If you would like more information contact Penny Willette at 823-5337. Many families are balancing extremely tight budgets to manage rising fuel and food costs. For years the Pownal Food Pantry has helped our community. Now is an especially good time to help them. 

Vermont Council on Rural Development Meeting

Pownal’s good friends from the Pownal Community Visit project are back in our area hosting a meeting on the Future of Vermont. This is the Bennington County meeting for a statewide initiative. The meeting is Thursday January 3 from 6:30 to 8:30 at Southern Vermont College in Bennington. If you’re visiting Southern Vermont College for the first time, the entrance is off of Monument Ave., just past the back entrance to the hospital. The meeting is in the Everett Mansion, the main building at the end of the drive past the newer dorms and gym. There’s plenty of parking available. 

Here’s what the VCRD sent about the meeting:

From 2007 to 2008, the Council on the Future of Vermont will host community forums to listen to the reflections and thoughts of Vermonters. This process will help to inform decision makers

on the values, beliefs, and hopes of Vermonters concerning the state and its future. We’ll ask:

• What does Vermont mean to you?

• What common values do Vermonters share?

• What are our challenges and opportunities as a state?

• What should our priorities be for the future?

• What does this mean for your community?

For more information on the Council on the Future of Vermont project, visit www.vtrural.org or call Sarah Waring at 802-223-6098.

Telecommunications:
Cell Phone coverage-Last Friday, we passed a milestone in Pownal when Verizon went live with its series of cell installations along US 7. Thank you to the many people who wrote letters, signed petitions, made telephone calls and attended meetings for up to date cell phone coverage. Between Unicel, Sprint and Verizon installations, cell phone coverage is now much better. Verizon also has plans to extend its network along VT 9 in Woodford. Good telecommunications will certainly help with safety, economic development and family life.

Broadband-While cable service offers broadband internet access at good speeds to many customers, many areas of Pownal and Woodford are left with only dial-up or satellite as their options. Another possibility may be broadband wireless. Broadband wireless is about as fast as cable, faster than DSL and much better than dial-up. Last December 20 a group of residents met with the Greg Noble, Executive Vice President at Great Auk Wireless to learn about their service. Great Auk is setting up broadband in Sandgate, NE Kingdom and other unserved areas. The group decided to start a Citizens Broadband Council to plan how to go forward. Check out the Great Auk Wireless website for more info about their services http://www.gaw.com. Great Auk will do a study of the area if there is enough interest. Shannon Barsotti has agreed to coordinate the group and organize collecting a list of possible interested customers. The target number to start with is 35 households. This is a real possibility here. Please let Shannon know if you would like more information. Her email address is Shannon Barsotti <shannonbarsotti@gmail.com>.

Some 2008 Projects 

North Pownal Bridge For many years the Town Highway Bridge over the Hoosic River at the old tannery site in North Pownal has waited for reconstruction. The bridge has been closed and residents have been using a temporary bridge that restricts normal traffic. Last year’s Transportation Bill provided funding and early in 2008 the project will be advertised with demolition and reconstruction scheduled for the spring and summer. 

Final Wastewater Project Contracts I’ve heard that the last contracts for the Pownal Wastewater Project have been approved for all remaining stages of construction. The Select board will be moving forward with the bid process for construction next summer. Thanks to all Pownal’s partners--federal, state and local for all their work. 

Mobile Home Parks The Pownal Affordable Housing Group has been helping residents of Green Mountain Mobile Home Park collect signatures for their intended partnership with Housing Finance Incorporated to buy and manage the park. The sale of Green mountain has been a long and complicated process and many steps remain to see if not-for-profit ownership is possible. One of the main issues is floodplain designation. The Affordable Housing Group hosted a well attended meeting to help clarify floodplain issues. 

The affordable housing group has also been working for several months to help make progress on the water pressure situation at Burdick Mobile Home Park. Meetings with the Fire District, the park owners, the State’s drinking water division, tenants and others have set a process for correcting this long standing problem. While there’s progress, much remains to be done before the water system meets state standards. 

Legislative Session

With the coming session, my next letters will focus more on state wide issues, especially as they relate to Pownal and Woodford. I expect the session will be very busy as the legislature works on the many issues that impact our lives. Education, Housing, Transportation, Energy, Health Care, Water, Agriculture and Forestry, Corrections, and Economic Development are just a few of the areas demanding attention. 

I am truly honored to have the opportunity to serve you. Your thoughts, ideas and concerns greatly help me do my job as your state representative. Please be in touch often. Write, email, telephone or look for me at local meetings and the Transfer Station.                          
I hope many of you visit Montpelier this coming winter and spring and that you will let me know when you are coming so I can be sure to say hello and hopefully help make your visit, whether for business or pleasure, a good one. Most of all, once again, have a successful, healthy and happy new year! All the best to you and,

Stay in touch, 

Bill 

Rep. Bill Botzow 

1225 South Stream Road 
Bennington, VT 05201 
802 447-7717 

botzow@sover.net 

115 State Street 
State House 
Montpelier, VT 05633-5201 
Tel: 1-800-322-5616 (VT only) 
Fax: 802 828-2424 

bbotzow@leg.state.vt.us 
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