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October 22, 2007

Hello All,

I hope you are enjoying the beautiful fall weather and foliage. I have been. Some personal highlights include the first Pownal tractor ride on Saturday of Columbus Day Weekend. Carl Fowler, Sonny and Janice Pratt and many others brought together a dozen tractors and drivers on short notice for a ride through East Pownal with Sonny’s tractor pulling a wagon arranged with comfortable hay bales for many of our seniors. Everybody enjoyed the ride and thought it would be a good idea to try again next year. The next day the Taste of Pownal featured great food and company. Thank you Peter Hopkins for all your organizing and thank you Pownal growers, food preparers and volunteers for a great afternoon. This last Friday, Pownal Elementary School held its annual Haunted House. The gym was full and the event was as fun as ever. Hundreds attended. Ruth and I have judged the pumpkin carving contest the last few years and with so many good carvers it gets harder every year. 

Health Care news: Green Mountain Care / Catamount Health Plan
Vermont has been working hard to roll out the new Catamount Health Plan. Catamount will be part of a new umbrella for all of Vermont’s health care plans called Green Mountain Care. 

Catamount Health Plan, Vermont’s new program to cover the uninsured, is accepting enrollees now. They plan a more concentrated media outreach at the beginning of November. 

To find out more about Catamount Health and the other Vermont plans such as VHAP, VSCRIP, Medicaid, and Dr. Dinosaur, there is a good new web site www.GreenMountainCare.org There is also a toll-free number 1-800-250-8427. Let me know if you need any help. Here’s an overview of Green Mountain Care:

OVERVIEW OF GREEN MOUNTAIN CARE

Green Mountain Care is a family of low-cost and free health coverage programs for uninsured Vermonters. Offered by the state of Vermont and its partners, Green Mountain Care programs provide coverage for health services such as doctor visits, hospitalization, emergency care, check-ups, screenings, prescription medicines, immunizations and more. Green Mountain Care programs offer no or low co-payments and premiums to keep out-of-pocket costs reasonable.

Introducing Catamount Health

Catamount Health is a new health insurance plan that became available on October 1, 2007. It offers comprehensive, quality health coverage at a reasonable cost no matter how much you earn and is offered, in cooperation with the state of Vermont, by Blue Cross Blue Shield Vermont and MVP Health Care. You can also get help to pay your premiums based on your income. Benefits include doctor visits, check-ups and screenings, hospital visits, emergency care, chronic disease care, prescription medicines and more. Catamount Health is designed for Vermonters age 18 or older and families who are not eligible for existing state-sponsored coverage programs, and who have been uninsured for 12 months or more or have recently lost their insurance because of a life change such as a divorce or loss of a job (go to www.GreenMountainCare.org for a complete list of exceptions to this 12-month rule).

Dr. Dynasaur

Dr. Dynasaur is a program that provides low-cost or free health coverage for children, teenagers under age 18 and pregnant women. Eligibility is based on family income and benefits include doctor visits, prescription medicines, dental care, skin care, hospital visits, vision care, mental health care, immunizations and special services for pregnant women such as lab work and tests, prenatal vitamins and more.

Medicaid

Medicaid is a health insurance program that provides low-cost or free coverage for low income children, young adults under age 21, people who are blind or have disabilities, pregnant women, parents of children under 18 and people over age 65. Eligibility is based on your income and resources (e.g., cash, bank accounts). Medicaid covers most health care services such as doctor visits, hospital care, prescription medicines, vision and dental care, long-term care, physical therapy and more.

Vermont Health Access Plan (VHAP)

VHAP is a health insurance program for low income uninsured adults 18 years and older, who have been uninsured for 12 months or have recently lost their insurance because of a life such as a divorce or loss of a job (go to www.GreenMountainCare.org for a complete list of exceptions to this 12-month rule). VHAP covers a wide range of services including hospital care, prescription medicines, mental health care and doctor visits. Monthly premiums for your VHAP coverage are based on your household income. Or you may get state assistance instead to help pay for the monthly portion of your employer’s health plan.

Vermont Prescription Assistance Programs

The state of Vermont has several prescription assistance programs to help Vermonters pay for prescription medicines based on your income, disability status and age. These programs include VPharm, VHAP-Pharmacy, VScript and Healthy Vermonters.

Upcoming events and meetings: (some local, some further away. Hope you can attend.)

Linda Hall at the Solomon Wright Library sent the following information recently. 

· A Knit and Chat group is starting at Pownal Library this coming Tuesday evening October 23 from 7-9 pm. Bring a friend! Mundi Smithers is the contact person 823-5855

· The Valley Book Club meets at the library the 2nd Thursday of every month at 7pm. Book to be discussed this November.  "Lady and the Unicorn" by  Tracy Chevalier, who also wrote Girl with a Pearl Earring...

· The library will hold its annual Fall Book Sale on Saturday, November 3rd. The sale will be from 10 am to 4 pm with many almost new and fine condition titles/subject matter. Donations are welcome and for further information call the library at 823-5400  and/or www.solomonwrightlibrary.org.

· Ray Rodrigues will read from his new novel “Memoir of a Green Mountain Boy”. Ray writes ”I'd like to invite all my neighbors and friends of Pownal to hear my presentation on my new book that starts and ends in Pownal.  It will be at the Solomon Wright Public Library, Sunday, November 4th, at 2 p.m.  For more information, check the link below.” The link includes an entertaining excerpt from the book as well as a bibliography on the Revolutionary period and more.  
 
http://www.green-mountain-boy.com 

Bruce Bird sent me an announcement of an upcoming presentation by Clarence Dart at the Museum of Black World War II History about his experiences as a Tuskegee Airman. The date is Saturday October 27 at 2 PM. Bruce recommends reservations by calling the museum at 802 823-5519 during operating hours, Thursdays-Mondays, 10 AM to 5 PM. The museum’s website is www.blackww2museum.org 

This is an important time of year for meetings as the legislature prepares for the coming session. Below I’ve printed announcements of two public meetings that come from legislation in prior sessions. One concerns Vermont’s energy future and the other child poverty.

Vermont’s Energy Future: Regional Workshops
Description and Registration (below) 

“Vermont requests your help in shaping the future mix of electricity sources for the state. Five evening public workshops will be held in locations throughout the state this fall. You can attend the workshop closest to you. These workshops were authorized by the Vermont Legislature, endorsed by the Governor, and spearheaded by the Department of Public Service. The locations, dates, and times are listed below. 

The Workshops are free but registration is required. http://www.raabassociates.org/main/projects.asp?proj=61&state=Current  

The goal of the workshops is to gather informed and thoughtful citizen and ratepayer input for the State and its electric utilities as they make decisions about how and where Vermont obtains its electric power for the coming decades. In 2012, contracts providing for two-thirds of the state’s electric power begin to expire. This leaves the future source of Vermont’s electricity open for discussion and examination. Choices about the future will have to be made and will weigh trade-offs among cost, reliability, environmental impact, large and small scale generation, and in versus out-of-state sources 

Sign in and light dinner will begin at 5pm and the workshop will start promptly at 6pm and will end around 10pm. During the workshops there will be a brief presentation, small group facilitated discussions, a chance to ask questions to a panel of experts, keypad polling to register your preferences and opinions, and an open mike at the end to record any additional thoughts you might have. The regional workshops will be held on the following dates in the following locations.

Oct. 03, 2007 St. Johnsbury Elementary School, 257 Western Ave, St. Johnsbury, VT
Oct. 17, 2007 (FULL) The Frederick H. Tuttle Middle School Cafeteria, 500 Dorset Road, South Burlington, VT 
Oct. 18, 2007 Montpelier Elks Club, 1 Country Club Drive, Montpelier, VT 
Oct. 29, 2007 Cafeteria of Howard Dean Education Center, 307 South St, Springfield, VT 
Oct. 30, 2007 Holiday Inn Rutland/Killington, 476 US Route 7 South, Rutland, VT

Please register and attend the workshop closest to you. To ensure broad and diverse participation from across the state, attendees may register for one workshop only. We look forward to your help. 

Online Poll for VT Citizens Who Have Not Participated in the Regional Workshops:

If you are unable to attend any of the regional workshops, but would still like to participate in this exciting process, we encourage you take part in an upcoming online poll about the energy challenges and opportunities facing Vermont. The online poll is sponsored by the VT Department of Public Service. If you would like to be notified as to when the online poll is operational, please Register Here http://www.raabassociates.org/WebComponents/vtsignup/welcome_survey.htm 

For problems with registration or any other specific questions, please email Susan Rivo at susan@raabassociates.org or call Raab Associates, Ltd. at 617-350-5544.”

VERMONT CHILD POVERTY COUNCIL

 

INVITATION TO JOIN COUNCIL MEMBERS
FOR PUBLIC FORUM IN BENNINGTON COUNTY 

November 5, 2007

Molly Stark School, Cafeteria, 5 – 8 p.m.

  

The Council writes, “We would like to invite you to join Vermont Child Poverty Council members at a public forum. The Council is gathering information and hearing from Vermonters about the challenges facing children and families, with the Legislation’s goal of reducing child poverty by 50% over 10 years, The Bennington County forum is one of a total of 14 forums we will hold in the 14 counties.”

 

Stay in touch, 

Bill 

Rep. Bill Botzow 

1225 South Stream Road 
Bennington, VT 05201 
802 447-7717 

botzow@sover.net 

115 State Street 
State House 
Montpelier, VT 05633-5201 
Tel: 1-800-322-5616 (VT only) 
Fax: 802 828-2424 

bbotzow@leg.state.vt.us 
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