Montpelier Notes, An occasional email for Pownal and Woodford residents. If you would prefer not to receive these notes please reply to botzow@sover.net and I'll remove you from the list. If you would like to be added please let me know. I do not give your email address to others. --Bill Botzow 



December 31, 2008

Hello All,

I am thinking of all of you this snowy evening, the last one of 2008.

New Year’s Eve—it is a time for reflection on the year past and resolve for the year ahead. This has been an extraordinary year and it leaves us faced with many challenges as we look to the future. The economy’s downturn will greatly impact Vermont and our individual lives. It will take time and effort to restore economic well-being and when we do it will look different than what we have known.  By and large Vermont has kept its house in order, balancing the budget, providing essential services, educating youth, building infrastructure, and making ends meet as best it can. I think we will continue to do what we can for each other even as revenues decline. The coming year will take resolve and working together to find new solutions. I know that when we pull together, do the best we can, and help our neighbors there is real satisfaction and meaning in our lives. 

This time of year I usually bring Fish and Wildlife calendars down from Montpelier for local distribution. I learned recently that the F+W Department has decided not to print calendars this year due to budget cut backs. They have put the calendar on line as a downloadable PDF file, with important F+W dates but no pictures. Here's the link. http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/cfcalendar.cfm?month=1&Year=2009&mode=

I know that many people look forward to the calendar each year. I'm sorry because I enjoy it and bringing it to town. 

Next week the legislative session begins. We will be faced with difficult decisions about what Vermonters can afford. Even as we adjust to the current downturn we need to look ahead to make sure Vermont is prepared for recovery. 

I am cheered by our young people’s achievements. I hope many of you saw that Pownal’s Justin Sola’s research paper on China was accepted for publication in a periodical devoted to scholarly work by secondary students. Also Kathryn Warrender has been accepted to the People to People Student Ambassador program to travel to Europe this coming summer to study and learn about other countries. Kathryn is raising money for the trip and if you would like to help her address is 316 Center Street, Pownal, 05261. I’m sure any support will be greatly appreciated. Another way to help young people prepare for the future is by hosting a foreign student while they are visiting here. Kara Lozier coordinates housing for visiting students. Recently I heard from her that she is looking for a host family. You can reach Kara at 250 Lincoln Street, Pownal 05261 (823-5006). 

At the end of this letter I’m including information I recently received from Charlie Gingo who is the local Agency of Human Services Field Director. It contains a great deal of valuable information about how to help friends and neighbors who may be facing real difficulty this winter. Please make sure to help whenever you can. 

Here’s wishing you and your family a healthy happy new year. It is an honor to serve Pownal and Woodford. Please contact me whenever I can help you with your business with the state. I look forward to seeing you around town and personally wishing you a good year.

Stay in touch, 

Bill 

Rep. Bill Botzow 

1225 South Stream Road 

Bennington, VT 05201 
802 447-7717 

botzow@sover.net
115 State Street 
State House 
Montpelier, VT 05633-5201 
Tel: 1-800-322-5616 (VT only) 
Fax: 802 828-2424 

bbotzow@leg.state.vt.us
From Charlie Gingo, AHS Field Director 

CRISIS FUEL PROGRAM: I mentioned this program in my November Newsletter and want to repeat it here. Vermont offers a Crisis Fuel Program in addition to its Seasonal Fuel Program. The Crisis Fuel Program is administered by Community Action Programs (CAP) around the state. In Bennington County, BROC is our CAP agency.

The Crisis Fuel Program began on November 24th and continues into April 2009. Clients must be income eligible AND demonstrate an unpredictable or extenuating circumstance to qualify for service. An unexpected car repair bill or lost hours at work are among the acceptable and unpredictable circumstances. The program can pay for minimum fuel deliveries and current month charges for electrical service. Furnace start-ups and pressure checks are also offered. The income guidelines (150% of the federal poverty level) are higher than for Seasonal Fuel; and some deductions are allowed so eligibility is not decided on gross income alone.

To be eligible for this program, BROC must see applicants in person and verify income and expenses over the past 30 days. In Bennington, BROC’s phone number is 447-7515.

Lastly, if you know clients/friends/neighbors/family members who may be eligible for one of the state’s Fuel Assistance Programs, please urge them to check their fuel tank once a week every week. When they get below ¼ of a tank, encourage them to apply for Crisis Fuel. Tell people: “Don’t wait until your tank is empty to ask for help.” Help prevent – and help them prevent – a home heating emergency from happening.

WEATHERIZATION: BROC also manages the Weatherization Program. This program helps eligible persons to insulate their homes, thereby reducing utility bills and fuel consumption. Many different properties can be weatherized including rental units (with landlord permission) and mobile homes.

The income guidelines are 60% of state median income ($2,060 per month for one person; $3,569 for a family of four). If interested in this program, contact BROC for an application. Please note that, at this time, BROC is holding many applications and the waiting list is long. However, it is good to be on the waiting list because weatherization services will eventually be provided to eligible persons.

SHAREHEAT FUND: Central Vermont Public Service Corporation donates and raises funds for the Shareheat program every year. The Shareheat Fund is managed by BROC in Bennington County. Shareheat can pay for current and delinquent electric bills and for fuel deliveries. There is usually a cap on benefits. Shareheat also can help with minor heating system repairs. If a person or family is below 200% of the federal poverty level ($1,734 per month for one person; $3,539 for a family of four), they may be eligible for the program. As above, for more information contact BROC in Bennington at 447-7515.

APPLICATION FOR THE COMMODITY SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD PROGRAM: The Commodity Supplemental Food Program offers free monthly nutritious food to income-eligible senior citizens and women who are pregnant or post-partum and children up to age 6 who are not receiving WIC. Each month a participant (or a proxy) can pick up a 40 pound box of food that includes canned meat, canned fruits and vegetables, juices, cereals, cheese, pasta or rice, beans or peanut butter and more. The application process is quick and easy. Call the Vermont Foodbank’s toll free number 1-800-214-4648 for a simple pre-screening. Or visit www.vtfoodbank.org for more information and to download an application.

SETTING UP A WARMING SHELTER: Some towns in Bennington County are considering the idea of setting up a Warming Shelter during the coldest times of the winter months. A Warming Shelter is any place 

WHAT CAN WE DO TO HELP OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED DURING THESE DIFFICULT ECONOMIC TIMES? 

1) Donate food to one of the local food shelves or organize a food collection day at your workplace for one of the food shelves. Please note that volunteers at all of the food shelves have told me that demand is growing and food supplies can be tight at times.

2) Send a check to any of the organizations listed below to help people with fuel, food, or housing needs. All are 501©3 organizations so donations may be tax deductible, too:

- BROC, 25 Orchard Road, Bennington, VT  05201 and earmark it for fuel, food, or housing.

- Greater Bennington Interfaith Emergency Food & Fuel Fund, 107 Adams Street, Bennington, VT  05201.

- Or contribute to an organization of your choice.

3) Encourage those in need to call the phone numbers listed above if they are looking for help with fuel or food.

4) Attend any of the events that various groups are holding to raise funds for local organizations that help provide fuel, food, or housing resources.

5) Conserve. Conserve. Conserve. Encourage others to do the same.

Food and fuel costs are creating challenges for most of us this year. Let’s make sure that none of our neighbors goes hungry or freezes this winter.

Working together we can be better prepared for whatever winter throws at us. This year “everything counts” whether it is a private cash donation, additional federal dollars for fuel for low-income Vermonters, state Fuel & Food Partnership activities, expanded conservation efforts, a Warming Center set up in town, a bag of food dropped off at a food shelf, or simply one neighbor helping another.

Each of us can do something that makes a difference. 

DON’T FORGET THESE RESOURCES:

· The Vermont 211 Helpline for information about services in the county and across the state. Just dial 211 or log onto www.vermont211.org. 

·  The Agency of Human Services Screen Door website at www.screendoor.vermont.gov for information about AHS programs. 

· The Green Mountain Care health care programs including Catamount Health. For information or to enroll, call 1-800-250-8427 or log onto www.GreenMountainCare.org.

· Tracy Dorman is the Peer Navigator for Bennington County. Tracy can help parents who have developmental disabilities find their way through the services system in the county. Call 1-802-447-6985 or by email at tracy.dorman@vtfn.org. 

· AHS Field Services in Bennington has developed a number of resource publications which are available upon request: Food, Fuel & Housing Resources in Bennington County; Bennington County Food Shelves; Bennington County Town Service Officers. If you would like a copy of any of these lists, email me at charles.gingo@ahs.state.vt.us. 

