









BS0645
POWNAL BOARD OF SELECTMEN

PUBLIC HEARING NUMBER 1

POWNAL ZONING BYLAWS

Wednesday, October 11, 2006

Pownal Town Office

Pownal, VT

Present:  Chairman, Nelson Brownell, Vice Chairman, Don Prouty, Steve Kauppi

Absent:  Frank Saunders, Ron Bisson

Also Present:  Bennington Banner, Planning Commission:  Chairwoman, Lynn Foucher, Kathleen Gaffney, Norma Leavy, Residents Pauline Guntlow and Jason Zimba

At 6:40 p.m., Chairman, Nelson Brownell opened the first public hearing to review amendments and hear comments on the proposed Zoning Bylaws.  The majority of changes were made in the Land Use Matrix.  The land use matrix contains a list of land uses and indicates if a given land use is allowed as permitted, conditional, accessory or is not allowed in Town zoning districts.
· Page 2  Section 3.4.1  Contiguous Lots          ADDITION
 Zoning Administrator, Nelson Brownell discussed that the Planning Commission needs to address contiguous lots in the bylaws.  Contiguous properties owned by the same individual with separate deeds need to be merged as one.  The ZA recommended the Town follow the State suit and do the same as they do with taxes.  The ZA uses the Tax Map to identify parcels and does not look at deeds, attorneys do.  From a zoning perspective, do you require the applicant to submit copies of their separate deeds to prove they have separate parcels?  The Sewer Bond Tax is treated in the same manor.  The property owner pays one sewer tax bill for contiguous lots.  Mr. Brownell reasoned why wouldn’t we treat our bylaws the same?
Mr. Brownell noted that the Planning Commission and he have an appointment with the Town’s attorney on Monday to discuss Subdivision Regulations with regards to Minor and Major Subdivisions.

Recommended Language: 

· 3.4.1 Contiguous Lots

All lots in individual ownership that are contiguous to one another shall be treated as one as shown on the Tax Map as a solid line.

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Prouty seconded to make the change as stated.  The motion carried.
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· Page 2  Section 3.5.1 General Requirements                      TYPO

Change 3.4.2 to 3.5.2

· Page 4  Section 3.7.2 Zoning Map                                        CHANGE DATE

Upon finalization of maps 
· Page 22 Section 4.2.4 Grand Father Clause removed        NO CHANGE
· Page 27 Section 5.1.47                                                           ADDITION

No more than 1 Halfway House allowed per 
Zoning district

Add this language to each of the three zoning districts
· Page 54 Matrix                                                                      ADDITION

Landscaping or Lawn Mowing

Conditional Use in RR2, V, RR1, C, N in I, N in F

Mr. Prouty moved and Mr. Kauppi seconded to add.  The motion carried.

· Page 56 Matrix                                                                        NO CHANGE

Sawmills

       The Planning Commission made Not Permitted in the Village.  Northeast Wood 

       Products is pre-existing, however, no new sawmills will be allowed.

· Page 58 Matrix                                                                      CHANGE
Halfway Houses

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Prouty seconded to allow one Halfway House as a Conditional Use in RR2, V and RR1.  Discussion followed.  Planning Commission members present disagreed and expressed their concerns about the number of facilities allowed and the general safety of the public.  Kathleen Gaffney stated there should be no Halfway Houses in Town.  The Selectmen disagreed.  It is already occurring in Town, citizens under house arrest should not be farmed out to other communities and it places a burden on family members who become subject to restrictive rules.  The motion carried.
· Page 60 Matrix                                                          
   REMOVE
Amusements Parks
Should an application arise it can be reviewed by the DRB as a Conditional Use
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· Page 61 Matrix





    REMOVE
“Commercial”





    CHANGE

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Prouty seconded to strike “Commercial” and change RR2 Not Permitted to Conditional Use.  The motion carried.

· Page 62 Matrix                                                                           NO CHANGE
Mini-warehouse

The Planning Commission made Not Permitted in RR2 because it is not recommended by the Regional Planning Commission or State.

· Page 62 Matrix                                                                          CHANGE
      Warehouses
Mr. Prouty moved and Mr. Kauppi seconded to change Not Permitted to Conditional Use in the Village.  The motion carried.
· Page 64 Matrix                                                                          NO CHANGE

Minimum Building Setbacks

The Planning Commission decreased building setbacks requirements.

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Prouty seconded to close the public hearing at 8:00 p.m.  The motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Sciarappa, Administrative Assistant
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