BS0724

POWNAL SELECT BOARD                        

TOWN OFFICE

POWNAL, VT

THURSDAY, JULY 19, 2007

REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES

Board Members Present:   Chairman Nelson Brownell, Steve Kauppi; Harry Percey, Donald Stone

Absent: Don Prouty excused

Also Present:  CAT-TV, Bennington Banner, George Pratt, Dave Newell, Peter and Kevin Howe

Chairman Nelson Brownell opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

1. Agenda Approval

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded to approve the agenda as amended.  The motion carried.

2. Minutes- 07/12/07 

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded to approve the minutes of July 12, 2007.  The motion carried.

3.  Warrants:

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Payroll Check Warrant for Pay Period Ending 07/15/07 in the amount of $ 5,889.38.  The motion carried.

Mr. Stone moved and Mr. Kauppi seconded to approve the Accounts Payable Check Warrant #3 dated 07/20/07 in the amount of $ 7,813.55. The motion carried.

Mr. Stone moved and Mr. Percey seconded to approve the Accounts Payable Check Warrant #2 dated 07/13/07 in the amount of $ 20,459.18. The motion carried.

Wastewater Project:

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Wastewater Project Accounts Payable Warrant WW#3 dated 07/20/07 in the amount of $ 2,568.15.  The motion carried.
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Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Wastewater Project Accounts Payable Check Warrant #C1-51 dated 07/20/07 in the amount of $ 2,707.40.  The motion carried.

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Wastewater Project Accounts Payable Check Warrant #C2A21 dated 07/20/07 in the amount of $ 237,252.14.  The motion carried.

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Wastewater Project Accounts Payable Check Warrant #C6-05 dated 07/20/07 in the amount of $ 330,559.65.  The motion carried.

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded to approve the Wastewater Project Accounts Payable Check Warrant #C7-21 dated 07/20/07 in the amount of $ 2,754.40.  The motion carried.

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Wastewater Project Accounts Payable Check Warrant #C8-23 dated 07/20/07 in the amount of $ 16,247.26.  The motion carried.

4. Mail:

1. Letter issued to Berkshire County Sheriff’s Communications Center  RE:  Discontinuance of Fire Dispatch Services effective August 1, 2007.       Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded to issue the letter.  The motion carried.
2. Letter issued to Rutland State Police  RE:  Pownal‘s fire dispatching will be handled through the Bennington Police Department effective       August 1, 2007.  Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded to sign and send the letter.  The motion carried.

3. Eve Pearce  RE:  Request for an extension for review of the Bartels Lodge  Mr. Kauppi reported that due to the fact that he was on vacation and could not open the building that the extension should be granted.  Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded to approve the extension to             August 9, 2007.  Discussion followed.  The original due date was July 30, 2007.  The motion carried.
4. Pownal Wastewater Project-  FA&A  RE:  Amendment #1 to Contract No. 6 – Pownal Center Sewer System- North, FA&A Project #06092,

      VCDP Special Conditions.  Mr. Percey moved and Mr. Kauppi seconded to approve the amendment and for Mr. Brownell to sign.  The motion carried.
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5. BCRC  RE:  Regional Transportation Planning News
6. Hanging From the Rafters art Show 7/20/07
7. Pownal Wastewater Project- Jon Muise, USDA  RE:  Application for 1M to finish Pownal’s sewer project.  Jon Muise will bring the application to the Town Office on July 24.  Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded for Mr. Brownell to work on the RD funding application and to sign it.  The motion carried.

8. WWTF Chief Operator’s Weekly Operations Report
9. VT Dept. of Taxes  RE:  Letter of Agreement for Computer Appraisal Services
The State agrees to license the Town of Pownal to use the Marshall and Swift Cost Tables until June 30, 2008.  The fee is $ 183.12.  Mr. Percey moved and     Mr. Kauppi seconded to approve.  The motion carried.

10. Road Foreman’s Weekly Road Report

11. Road Closed- Barber Pond Rd. closed to through traffic August 13-17 with temporary power outage for the box culvert project.    The board requested Casey  ensure that CVPS notifies the homes involved.
12. 2007 Excess Weight Permit-  Wahconah Welding, Pittsfield, MA
Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve.  The motion carried.

13. Green Mountain National Forest Stewardship
14. Pownal Rescue Squad  RE:  Request for waiver of all fees for a temporary sign to be placed at the site of their proposed building lot on Ladd Rd. and US 7.  They also requested waiver of the fees for the building permit.  Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to waive all fees.  The motion carried.

15. Pownal Listers  RE:  Tax Appeal recommendation.  The Listers request that the board go along with their recommendation.  Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded to approve.  The motion carried.

16. Resident concern about water running onto their property.  The board requested the Road foreman look into the matter and to speak with the individual.

17. Pownal Wastewater Project-  VT DEC, Allyn Lewis  RE:  Small Purchase approval No. 45-C1

5. OLD BUSINESS:

a. Trailer Disassembly/Removal Bid     Cross Rd.  Tax Sale-Harrington
Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded to reject all bids.  The motion carried.

Discussion followed.  The board was in agreement to have the Road Crew excavate the hitch area so that it can be moved.  Mr. Kauppi will look for someone to haul it away and 
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contact the property owner.  The board will decide what to do with the mobile home once it’s removed and located at the Transfer Station.  The board would like to see the mobile home removed within the next two weeks.

b. Authorization to Sign for Grader Lease/Purchase

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded to authorize Mr. Stone to sign for the CAT Grader Lease/Purchase.  The motion carried.

c. Dog Licensing

Pownal’s Animal Control Officer is pursuing the licensing of all unlicensed dogs in town.  Residents were asked to comply.
6. NEW BUSINESS:

a. Town Insurance Review with Dave Newell

Dave Newell informed the board that the Town will be paying slightly less than last years overall premium.  The Highway Dept. and Transfer Station needs to review the equipment and vehicles listed and report any changes to Dave.  As a result of changes made through the Legislature, Dave will be checking into Workers Compensation to see how it impacts the cost of the Town’s insurance.

b. Hydro Works Discussion

Peter and Kevin Howe expressed interest in Pownal’s hydro works and would like to see if it is worth re-commissioning.  They have reviewed the Hoosick River flow rates and understand there are pollution issues at the dam site.  If the project is feasible, the interested party would like the Town to own the site and for them to rent and operate the facility.   They are willing to pay a reasonable fee to operate and produce electricity and they would share the net income on a percentage basis with the Town.  They do not wish to own due to the pollution liability.  It was the consensus of the board that if the individuals put together a plan that will benefit the Town, the board is all for it.
c. Jake Brake Use in Town

Mr. Percey discussed that it has been brought to his attention the concerns about Jake brake use and if maybe the Town could set limits.  Linda was asked to check with VLCT and Vtrans to see what is involved.
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Executive Session- Warehouse Rental Negotiations

At 9:05 p.m., Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded to enter into executive session to discuss the warehouse rental.  The motion carried.  Also present was Linda Sciarappa.  

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded to come out of executive session at 9:25 p.m.  The motion carried.  Action:  Mr. Brownell will quote terms of the contract with the interested party.

Adjournment

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 p.m.  The motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Sciarappa, Admin. Asst.

POWNAL BOARD OF SELECTMEN:

________________________________________

Nelson Brownell, Chairman

________________________________________

Steve Kauppi

________________________________________

Harry Percey

________________________________________

Donald Stone

Approved:  ______________________________
