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POWNAL SELECT BOARD

TOWN OFFICE

POWNAL, VT

THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 2007

MINUTES

Board Members Present:  Chairman Nelson Brownell; Donald Stone; Steve Kauppi; Hap Percey

Absent:  Don Prouty excused
Also Present:  CAT-TV, Bennington Banner, Road Foreman Casey Mattison, Emily Kindt of Dorfman-Robbie, CPA, Residents Ray Shields and Bruce Martel

Nelson Brownell opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

1. Agenda Approval

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the agenda.  The motion carried.

2. Minutes- 04/05/07

Mr. Percey moved and Mr. Kauppi seconded to approve the minutes of April 5, 2007.  The motion carried.

3.  Warrants:

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Payroll Check Warrant for Pay Period Ending 04/08/07 in the amount of $ 4,347.99.  The motion carried.

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Accounts Payable Check Warrant #41 dated 04/13/07 in the amount of $ 14,444.55. The motion carried.

Wastewater Project:

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Wastewater Project Accounts Payable Check Warrant #WW41 dated 04/13/07 in the amount of $ 1,662.72.  The motion carried.

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Wastewater Project Accounts Payable Check Warrant #WW41A dated 04/13/07 in the amount of $ 3,741.57.  The motion carried.
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Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Wastewater Project Accounts Payable Check Warrant #C1-45 dated 04/13/07 in the amount of $ 11,010.04.  The motion carried.

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Wastewater Project Accounts Payable Check Warrant #C2A18 dated 04/13/07 in the amount of $ 4,336.45.  The motion carried.

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Wastewater Project Accounts Payable Check Warrant #C5-30 dated 04/13/07 in the amount of $ 2,300.53.  The motion carried.

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Wastewater Project Accounts Payable Check Warrant #C6-02 dated 04/13/07 in the amount of $ 16,164.00.  The motion carried.

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Wastewater Project Accounts Payable Check Warrant #C7-18 dated 04/13/07 in the amount of $ 1,378.77.  The motion carried.

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to approve the Wastewater Project Accounts Payable Check Warrant #C8-19 dated 04/13/07 in the amount of $ 2,422.62.  The motion carried.

4. Mail:

1. 2007 Excess Weight Permit- Cottrell Construction Company
Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded to approve.  The motion carried.

2. Road Foreman’s Weekly Road Report

3. Pownal Wastewater Project-  Vtrans Permit Application for sewer construction in the State’s R-O-W, C2A Alternate No. 3.  Mr. Percey moved and Mr. Stone seconded to sign the application.  The motion carried.

4. Pownal Wastewater Project-  VT DEC, Allyn Lewis  RE:  Small Purchase approvals
5. Vermont Community Development Association  RE:  Vermont “Success Story”, May 10, 2007 9AM to 2PM
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5. Ray Shields  RE:  Minutes posted on the Pownal Wiki

6. Green Mountain National Forest Open House, May 11, 2007

7. Pownal Historical Society  RE:  Annual Meeting April 15, 2007

8. Sewer Construction Announcement- Road Closed

9. Public Hearing Notice  RE:  VCDP First Phase final grant close out, Thursday, April 19, 2007 at 6PM in the Pownal Town Office

10. Selectmen Special Meeting Notice for April 17, 2007 at 7:00 PM in the Pownal Valley Fire Station to discuss Rescue Squad/Town Office Complex

11. WWTF Chief Operator’s Weekly Operations Report
12. Lawn Mowing Quote- Green Mountain Mowing submitted a price for mowing the former mill site as requested at the last board meeting.  Bruce Martel told the board that he has been mowing the site for the State and he is still under contract through June 4, 2007.  Mr. Martel requested that all the Town’s sites for mowing go out to bid in order to make it fair to the rest of the lawn mowing contractors.  Mr. Kauppi did not agree that the mowing should go out to bid and discussed that the Town’s mowing had gone out to bid 2 years ago.  Green Mountain Mowing was the low bidder.  Last year Green Mountain Mowing did not increase their price.  The Town has been very happy with the work.  Further discussion took place regarding whether to bid all the mowing, to bid the mill site only or to accept the quote from Green Mountain Mowing as submitted.  Mr. Percey moved and Mr. Stone seconded to go out to bid for the Town’s lawn care.  Discussion followed regarding the inclusion of cleanup at the beginning and end of the mowing season.  The vote was called.  Mr. Percey and Mr. Stone voted in favor and Mr. Kauppi and Mr. Brownell opposed.  The motion failed.  Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded to accept the quote in front of the board and to put the mill site out to bid.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Kauppi moved to amend the motion and to add for this year and to put all lawn care out to bid next year.  The motion, as amended, carried unanimously.  Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Stone seconded to sign the contract with Green Mountain Mowing in the amount of  

$ 805.00 total for the 11 mowing sites.  The motion carried.
5. Road Foreman’s Monthly Board Meeting
· The Town Crew is working in conjunction with Zaluzny Excavating in the removal of the old concrete under the paving on Oak Hill School Road.  Casey discussed the work to be performed by the State to improve the intersection of
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Oak Hill School Rd. and Rte 346 and to correct drainage issues.  The State will be bidding this work out on May 23, 2007 and the work should be complete by the end of August.

· West Carpenter Hill Rd.- attempting to correct water running off the hill with ditching and culvert replacement

· Discussed the road side ditching done on Tubbs Rd.

· Casey and Stoney looked at a 36,000 lb. grader in Williamstown but felt it is a little bit bigger than what the Town needs.  Casey has not been able to get a grader for demo without a commitment.  The board asked Casey to continue his search and to come back to the board when he has located what the Town needs.

· Casey asked the board to address roads that need to be reclassified, especially those roads that the general public does not have access to i.e. a town highway that is really someone’s driveway.  The board will schedule a site visit in June and place the issue on the agenda for July.
· With all the projects that Casey plans to do, there are not enough Road Crew members to get the work done.  Casey is looking into getting additional help.

6. OLD BUSINESS:

Emily Kindt, Dorfman-Robbie, CPA

Emily Kindt presented the Town’s Financial Audit for the year ending June 30, 2006.  In summary, the Town is in good financial shape and there were no findings to report.  The board recognized Linda Sciarappa and Ellen Strohmaier for their efficient handling of town funds and state and federal awards.  Total expended federal awards were
$ 6,110.086 for year ending June 30, 2006.

Adjournment

Mr. Kauppi moved and Mr. Percey seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m.  The motion carried.
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Respectfully submitted,

Linda Sciarappa, Admin. Asst.

POWNAL BOARD OF SELECTMEN:

____________________________________
Nelson Brownell, Chairman

____________________________________

Steve Kauppi

____________________________________

Donald Stone

____________________________________

Harry Percey

Approved:  __________________________

